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$ir, ••••■■ 

As I know that in*eeuuate accounts of re- 
markrfWs ©veato must U> l0»glh he taken for 
tm<5» mM Iwedoptedby fitehkfc»rian> if fae 
if not fStppKeii with tatter, I feel myself 
drawn against my liking by the very imper- 
fect narratives I have yet seen of what 
fMNtft at KiMla, while foreign and do- 
mestic «ne*ni« possessed that town in the 
fUtortter tf J 7* &, to state to you as much 
as fell wutov my observation it that ^crkieal 

The Committee of. United Irishmen at 
Pari* bad certainly (freparod both the Direc- 
tory aod the majority of the French people 
to expect* that, if a rtr^nj force from France 

B should 
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6iM>UM|::iippMf: wt. -vWffMHt - &r *. JjtfiAndhi . the 

whole country would presently rise in arms 
to second thefo, and to shake off the detested 
yoke of Great Britain. Colonel Charost 
confessed as much to the Bfehbjrof Killalla 
in private conversation, and owned that he 
was much disappointed, when he came to 
discover how extremely different the reports 
of. the Irish Commissioners were from the 
truth, particularly with regard to the pro* 
-testants and the' people of property in Ite- 
Jand. < He added, with much warmth, that 
he would take care to open the eyes of his 
countrymen on the subject* as soon as fee 
should return to Fans* 
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-^>T3he* inconsiderable number of * Frenck 
:who:tnade good a landing at Killalla were 
i destined to be bnly the vanguard of that 
Izv&yiso happiiyrintercepted^aftetwards by Sir 
John Borlase Warren. Had these last suc- 
ceeded in their enterprise as well as did their 
H £oreranneri, andairived io^tomecw support 
-then*, tliie danger to the English interest in 
Ireland would bave.p roved serious' indeed, if 
we may form a,<iqpdusionirDni!th^^nwsciiief 
j'Mui.i C which 



whkh even arhkndfd of H'cwJgfaersnvw^jQWfec 

to effect. * Hot the hand ofr Provident 'in* t 

tcrposed incur favours Money to set* ib**> 

ward the second - embarkation, was wanting;. 

30 that # before that grai^d spring of rtulitarjr> 

operation could be put in mottoht ;thet firifc 

invaders had miscarried by land, leaving the 

second armament to fall a prty Jo a gallant 

English squadron. ■ '.-,. •:•*,.>■■ 

... . •. , ■ <--** 

On the 4th of August 1798, the FreAcfc 
Government dispatched from Rochelle, iM 
two frigates of 44 guns 18 pounders, and 
one of 38 qarrying 12 pounders, a force of 
1030 men and 70 officers, the whole under 
the command of Ge^i. Humbert. This of- 
ficer had risen from the ranks, was first dis* 
tinguished for his activity in the ruinous 
war of La Vendue, and had been second in 
command in the expedition of Gen. Hoche 
to Bantry Bay in Dec. 1796. The squadron, 
eluding . beyond their own expectation the 
vigilance of our fleet, had fetched so long a 
compass on their route, as to be eighteen 

* 

days in their passage to Ireland. Their iiv 
ientipjx was to land, as the second party 
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afterwards did, hi Ddn<gti4 r fotif» a^fier teat* 

ing up three days against a North wind, they 
oastiahchor, on the 2£d o£ August, mtfie 
B*y & Kiltaita, taking tiare to deceive (taif 
epflttUn: by dewing onjy Engjfch colours. 
T3h<* fwttt succeeded *o weW thk the two tout 
o£flh* Bisbfcp 4xf Kiilalia* eager to lee English 
itaai *rf wan ^ir?wthem*ietvcsmto a fishings- 
boat along with the port^urvcyor * Mir* Iamb* 
Rutledgb, and were presently surprised to 
fbd themselves prisoners. Edwin Stoisk, 
the eldest son of the bishop/ was bought on 
AiOTe f that crening by the French, who 
Wanted kirn for an interpreter; the other 
t*b got away* three days after, to Bailiha* 
inhere they joined the party that charged the 
enemy near that town on horseback, on 
wbeee defeat, they contrived to slip away on 
foot to Kiilalla, 

' ' ! 

.' State aburm had been given in the morn* 
sag of the 22d to the people of KiMalia by 
the unusual appearance of ships of that «ze 
in their bay ; ih so much, that the only ma- 
/gpfetntft of the towti, William Kirk wood, 
$sqvjt trfb® sxMMitanded the yeomanry, had 
*;.:; kept 
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kept ins. carps under arm* the jribdj*. day at 
the see-house, called the Castle, as did also 
lieutenant Sills of the Prince of Wales* 
fenctble* i hifc i twenty railitia-meo t lately de- 
tached ta Kilialla .from Ballina. Yeomen 
aiyd fenaibles together, formed a corps of 
fifty metoy. all protestanta, equally resolute 
and loyal* as the event would . have, mqde 
manifest, if they had not been opposed to a 
force* sp. very superior in number* . 

i The inden tings of the Bay iof Killalla, 
and the chain of hills between, that town 
and the spot where the enemy landed* will 
in part account for the secrecy with which 
the debarkation was conducted. It is> not 
Without reason, however, suspected, that 
the peasantry had n,o intention to prevent 
the surprise that took place* Even among 
the bishop's servants, for some days before 
this event, a whisper bad gone about, that 
the Fr$ncfc were coming to Kilialla, and 
that something very terrible would shortly 
happen. A protectant servant maid, lately 
married to a romish ' inhabitant of the place, 
had circulated the report in the castle with 

gro«t 
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gfcat "apparent uneasiness and fonvictiott of 
its truth. 
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- Thursday, the 23d of August, had befcn 
fixed on for the visitation of the clergy of . 
the united dioceses of Killalla and Achonry, . 
to be held at Killalla. The towh not afford- 
ing a decent inn, it had been customary for 
die bishop to find bed and board for such: 
clergymen as came from distant parts, three 
or four of whom had accordingly dined at 
the castle, in -company * with two officers of 
the carabineers, quartered at Ballina, a town 
six miles distant. The company was pre- 
paring to join the ladies, between searen and 
. eight on a .fine summer's evening; when a 
terrified messenger entered, the room with 
pews, that the French were landed, and 
that near 300 of them were within a mile of 
the town. The cavalry officers rode off di- 
rectly, in full speed, with the intelligence 
to Ballina. In, a few minutes the yeomen 
and fencibles being drawn together before 
the castle gate, the question way put, should 
they fight or. retreat ?.' we will fight/ said 
^Lieutenant Stixs, listening jto the dictates of 
if.-i courage 



cdurage rather than of prtidence- „ iTbfe Word 
was. echoed Jyy the whole corps. They ad- 
vanced into the. main, street, whidh stands at 
right angles ^ith Jthe castle, wheife they met 
the French advance gitard, as it wa$:eritering 
thertoivn-from the other end. Borne down 
by numbers, and; seeing two of iheir body 
killed, #ur people were seized with a panic, 
and fled* leaving their Capt. Kirkwood to 
stand near fifty shots t before he. was taken* 
Lieut. Sills, retreating into the castle, 
was presently afterwards obliged to render 
himself .prisoneri to General Humbert, who 
sent him away thfc ne^t day to the ships, to 
be rejurrted to France. The reason of the 
distinction , made f between the treatment ot 
this ^o^eer and that of Capt. ; Kirkwood 
was, because §u*jus was not only an officer 
of fe^cibles, but an Englishman/ whom 
tbe .^cenchf upon aUr occasions, affected to 
.dw*in*inate thorn ■". th& : f»]tive8 of a country, 
to, wjtich;they were borne to offer the va* 
lual>teL.gift : of htfcrty^ One; of the bishop's 
gue$&i;tfce Rev* Doctor Thomas Eljlison. 
of Castlebar, having been formerly an officer 
in the army* felt his military ardoqr revive 
i:.\ with 



ttfitfc thi news of theetieffly^ appf&aeh ; he 
bravely shouldewkt a mtisquet with t&e yeo- 
men, stood the first fire ia the streety and wa« 
one of the last that retreated tb the ca$tie,ifter 
receiving a hurt in the beet fronv <$ spent 
ball. The •'bishop* hating seen the yeonteik 
and fencibtes collected for apposing the ene* 
my, had Retired into his garden to a wt his 
ittindforthe emergency* whence he heard 
die Tallies in die street, as if they nore^tose 
at his ears, - :r; v 



Of aur yeomen about nineteen \vme #> 
cured by the French, and Ordered into dwe 
custody at the castle. • The room choaen for 
their ^Hscmvvas tbe drtwin$<ttMm # th» best 
apartment in the house; where; they werede* 
tained three or four days, Without permission 
to go oilt even to tb^ occasions of nature. 
Yet the honwt poon men topic all possible 
pains to avoid -injuring the ^ room or furni- 
tiire ; ■ sd that, frhett4hey were a« letigtih sent 
off. to : Bailor ** wd$ found rib dUficuk 
matt**) sfct alt- to righteag&in iff that apart* 
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. - AU opposition bejng now at an end, the 
French general inarched into the* castle yard 
at the head of . his officers, and demand? 
ed to see Moths. (* Eve que. Very fortunately 
for his family, and indeed, as it afterwards 
appeared, for , the town and -neighlxKirhoodj 
the bishop was tolerably ilueut in the French 
language, having in his. youth had the ad* 
vantage of foreign travel. Hu&im&t de- 
sired him to be . under no apprehension^ 
himself and all his people should be treated 
with respectful attention, and nothing should 
be token by the French troops but what was 
absolutely necessary , for theif , support: a 
promise which, 3$ long as those troops con* 
dotted ^ in KillalU, was ?nost religiously ob? 
forved* excepting only a small gaily of M 
humour or roughness 00 the part of the 
commander . tpwards the bishop, which shall 

be related presently. 

..... ^ . 

In the midst of all his hurry in giving th$ 
necessary orders for landing the remainder 
of his force, and appointing their quarters* 
,/Gen. Humbert fo^nd time that very even- 
ing to enter into a pretty long conversation 

C with 
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with the bishop on the object of this inva- 
, sibn, and the sanguine hopes he entertained 
of its speedy and complete success. Such 
a powerful armament was to be sent out 
without delay from the French ports to se- 
cond this primary adventure, that not a 
doubt could in reason subsist, but Ireland 
would be a free and happy nation, under 
the protection of France, within the space 
of a month, A directory was immediately to 
be set up in the province of Connaught, 
some of the member's of which were al- 
iready appointed ; but there was still a place 
for a pefrson of the ability and consequence 
of the t Bishop of Killalla, if he chose to em*- 
ferace the fortunate opportunity, at onc£ of 
serving himself, and liberating his country. 

The bishop at that time made no answer, 

f ■ . . . 

texcept by a bow to the personal compliment; 
but when the application was afterwards 
seriously repeated to him in their common 
bedchamber by the two principal officers, 
Humbert and Serrasin, he smiled, and f said 
he had; taken too many oaths of allegiance 
to his Sovereign to have it in his power to 
change; Thfey replied, he was- a man. of 

( Jionour, 
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honour, and that it was far from the iftteii-^ 
tion of their government to force liberty -, 
upon any man* 

The remainder of the first evening was 
employed in a strict examination of captain : 
Kirkwood, the magistrate, as to the sup- 
plies that could be drawn from the town 
and neighbourhood to assist the progress of 
the invaders. The queries were interpreted 
by some Irish officers who came with the 
French; Mr. Kirkwood answered with 
such an appearance of frankness; and can- 
dour, that he gained the esteem . of the 
French general, who told him he was on; 
his parole, and should have full permission 
to return to his family, and attend to his 
private affairs. . JBut this good humour be- 
tween them did not continue long. Kirk- 
wood had a sickly wife, an amiable wo-< 
man> of whom he was doatingly fond. The 
terror of the invasion wrought so upon her 
weak nerves, that, after escaping on the 
first night to the castle, she crept away the 
day after to some hiding place in the moun* 
tains four or five miles from the town, from 

C 2 which 
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which «hc tent word to her fiusband tfeat 
she was but just alive. Attentive only to 
her, he forgot his parole of honour, to the- 
French; and it was not till after he had 
been some time by bis wife's bedside, that 
he recollected the circumstance of his har- 
ing transgressed the bounds within which 
he had promised to confine himself. Not; 
knowing what punishment he might have 
incurred by this breach of the laws of war, 
lie took the desperate resolution of with- 
drawing himself to the wild district of Erris, 
about ten miles from Killalla, on the sea- 
<toast, into which a carriage cannot pass, as 
it is a frightful tract of bog and mountain, 
though tolerably welj peopled. Here he re- 
mained several days with only one attend- 
ant, in constant dread of being robbed and 
murdered by the rebels, and forced to take 
up his residence at night in c^ves among the 
focks, when he could not reach a smoky 
Rut belonging to some peasant whom he> 
could trujt. At onetime €specially, he owed 
his life to the good offices of Fekdinam> 
O'DoNnbl, a young man* a tenant under 
the see of Kiiklla, who was soon to make a 

conspicuous 
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conspicuous Iigur6 in the$e troubles.' v O*DON^ 
n£l had been employed irf some little post in 
the revenue at Cork, whence he had lately 
returned to his own country, to look after 
bis small farm, and to- take care of his mo- 
ther, a * young brother, and sistefe. He 
knew Mr. KiRkwoOD; as indeed no man 
Was better known nor more popular in all 

* * * 

<hat neighbourhood, being a goed-Kuniour* 
ed man, well Tersed in the Irish language^ 
and useful as a merchant conducting an ex- 
tensive trade between KiWall^ and theltfsfi 
and English ports. With difficulty OT^on* 
Kel was able to protect the fugitive for bM 
nigh* only in his farm-hou9e; but he ineiirred 
the hatred of the rebate so much by this act 
of humanity, that afte* sending awfcy Kirk* 
wood in the morning, he was fain to take 
the road to Killalla. himself the same day. 
It is akore than probable however, that he 
was glad of the pretence for running to the 
seen* of action, where his vanity whisper- 
ed ,him, that he should ;find occasion to dis- 
tinguish himself. Kirkwood soon after, by 
the help of tt trusty protestant of the name 
of Roo&rs, contrived to malste life sftiiafioi* 

known 
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known to tlte bishop, who represented the* 
business to the Frfench officers in such a 
light, as proceeding merely from inadyert- 
ence, that a passport was granted, in con- 
sequence of which, Mr. Kirkwood, after 
many intervening -perils, found means to 
get back to Killalla. There he had reason 
to mourn over the ill consequences of the 
hasty step he had taken, when he quitted 
the defence of his house; and property. En- 
raged at his breach of parole, the French 
had taken every thing they wanted out of 
his stores, oats and salt and iron to a consi- 
derable amount ; nor had they been careful 
to prevent depredations by the rebels i^ his 
dwelling-house, as they would have done if 
h/e had not fled; so that when he returned* 
he found it almost a wreck. But it is time 
to look back to what happened at the castle 
in the commencement of the invasion. 

For. a century past Ireland had known 
nothing of the horrors , of war, but from 
description. Our obscure corner , of the 
island had less reason than almost any other 

jpaxt tp , lpoft £or : a disturbance from foreign 
. , enemies. 
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enemies. Neither was there, just cause of 
suspicion, that the county of .Mayo, at least, 
had caught any portion of tfiftt; malignant 
spirit of disloyalty and religious intolerance, 
the effects of* which in the county of 
Wexford, we in Connaught had l?eej*- lately 
deploring, not without a mixture of gratulft- 
tion on our own escape firpm the, like, Jjt is 
jiot to be wondered therefore, if. taHen in the 
midst of profound security, the „ inhabitant? 
were seized with a papic, as general as it wa? 
terrible, .• • 



• ; * * >■ •- « * . » 



The: dining room at the pagtle, which ^ 
few minutes before witnessed nothing but 
mirth and festivity, was filled immediately 
from one end to the other with French oftfcers 
and soldiers dragging in arms apdbaggggey 
with prisoners undergoing examination, and 
in one part with a surgeon and assistants 
dressing a severe wound received in the late 
skirmish by a , surly, looking office, of , the 
French grenadiers. All the lower part of 
the house, together with the court yard 
and offices, was v oQCUpjed by .the soldiery, 
jo the nuipber jof at least three hundred. 

A»4 
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-And fe«?e ft "WOOkl be an act of great infos* 

<kfe & At <estceltem ^discipline constantly 

*fc«tetii¥i*d by these iweadew white diey re* 

*n*&*!d to <mc ttwn> wot to remark, thai 

With eVety* tfcnipfcatidn to plunder, whkft 

th^ tin**, and the xmmber of valuable arti- 

tftfe W&h&t tfefefr *eftdb, presented to them 

from ft sktebbafli of plate and glasses, t 

hall ftHed tfith h3t& whips, and great coats, 

**#ell fcf the gcretta as of the femily, not a 

t&fegle pfatticular of private property was 

found to have been carried away, when thfe 

owners, after the first fright was over, came 

to lobk for thfeir effects, which was not for 

% 4ay or two after the landing, bxmraft- 

Way uptoi Glftfering The dining room, a 

Trench Officer had ditled -for the bishop's 

fcadet, 'aWd gathering Hf> the spoons and' 

^hescfe, -Irnd i5esrii^d him to take them to his 

' On ike wridiJte fl&br trf. the new Imiso, 

* 

<he dfiwifcg ¥oO*&, as I said, was converted 
%tfta a ptifcbri fw the yedmen,. «ill they were 
«feht <m the Sfflfh lo Ifcliitta, when it return* 
t6 *0 ifee powesskm «f - *he iawrily. A store- 
* '- room 
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ropra on the same floor was left updisturhfld; 
the two ted-^bajnbers adjoining were rer 
served for the general and his principal offi- r 
cers. The attjic story, containing a library 
and three bed-chambers, qontinued sacred 
to the bishop and his family. And, so scru- 
pulous was the ^elicacy of the French npfl> 
to disturb the female part of the house, thpt 
not one of them was ; ever seen to gp higher, 
than the middle floor, except on the evening 
of their success at Castlebar, when two offi- 
cers begged leave just to carry to the family 
the news of the battle, and seemed a JLittJe 
mortified that the intelligence jvas jecsiyed^ 
with an air of dissatisfaction.!* . ^ 

» r 

* One of these 'officers observed to a brother officer in 
the towti, who interpreted for him to the houfe wh£rtfh£ 
lodged, . that there vhss no hope of attaching the bishpp't 
family to their cause, for that, while he was announcing 
the victory at Castlebar, he could see despair painted iq 
their feces. It was some time before the French could 
believe, that no protestant would join them. The 
only, pers&ns of die established church that did *cr, were 
two drunken sots of Kill alia, who, thinking apostacy th» 
fittest prelude to treason, before they embraced the French 
party, did first publicly declare' themselves converts to the 
dtorth of Rome. 

. it 
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c Iris net easy by any force of language to 
cdnvey an adequate idea of the miseries of 
that first night, which succeeded to the 1 
landing of the enemy. To the terrified * 
imaginations of the town's people the castle 
instantly presented itself, as the only place 
Whbre they could have a chance of safety. 
Thither accordingly they fled, without dis- 
tinction of age, sex or condition, forcing 
their way into every corner of the house 
and offices^ occupying the stair-cases, spread- 
ing through the bed-chambers, and some of 
them even thrusting themselves and their 
, children into the same beds with the infants 
of the bishop's family. Women that had 
Iain sick in their beds for a month before, 
and one old lady past eighty, who was bed-, 
rid, and believed to be at the point of 
death, gathering strength from despair,* con- 
trived to work their way to the very top of the 
house. Chairs were placed round the lobby 
of the attic story, on which die family, 
with some of their principal acquaintance, 
remained without a thought of repose for the 
^vhole night. Indeed, the leaden hand o& 
sleep could no$ have closed any eye-lids 

but 
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but those of an infant. .The whole house 
resounded like a bedlam witfr the loquacity 
of the Frenchmen below, and the ( shriek$ 
and groans of the fugitives above. Among 
the last, there wanted not some who sought 
consolation from the whiskey bottle, in con* 
sequence of which they became presently s$ 
clamorous atu} troublesome that it was found 
necessary to restrain them by force. 



• * 



Of the company that had dined at the 
castle that day, two clergymen /nade thei$ 
escape on foot, and gained the ; neighbour- 
ing mountains, leaving their horsey to be 
seized by the French* The Dean of Killalla 
(paiish minister of the tow$i), the Rev. X|ipr 
mas Thompson, brought his /wife aja4 
children from his own dwelling to the castle, 
where they were sheltered witjb.fhe cgrdia- 
lity due to* the uncommon excellence of 
their character; and continued - there till a 
gracious Providence wrought our , deliver* 
ance. The bishop had every reason to re-* 
jo ice, that, in his distress, he should have 
been so fortunate as to be assisted by. the 
judgment, the steadiness: and, temper of 
■* • ■ ■ D 2 Dean 



ttekti ^homfsojt and Doctor Ellison. 
Thfe last gentleman indeed continued with 
him but otae Week, being dismissed en his pa- 
ib!e to Castlebar; but, wherever he was, the 
rahop felt* the beneficial effects of his ac- 
tire- and friendly disposition. The Rev. Ro+ 
Bert Nixon, curate of the parish, a most 
worthy ^nd valuable, young man, was also 
an inmate at the castle during the whole 
time of the troubles. The Rev. Mr. Little, 
from the neighbouring parish of Lackan, 
ifetabraced the same afcylum, after he had 
been driven fnim his parsonage by the insur* 
genfe ? whcr left him neither house nor pro* 
£erty. The bishop's own family consisted 
of himself, his lady, his sister-in-law Mrs. 
fcoPE^ the Rev. James Burrow es (private 
tutor), a young nephew, and eleven children,* 
The servants were thirteen in number. 

- » »'. 

The two ladies, who had the principal di- 
rection of a family of this size, will na* 
tufally attract attention. Curiosity will be 
excited to enquire in what manner they 

* Mrs* Stock had four other children abroad: twp 
marriod 4aoghteh, and two officers serving in the army. 

1 " - ' conducted 
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conducted themselves under the iniprefcion 
of a icvene of -fortune 50 tefrrifyhrij, and 
so/ utterly unexpected; As the prevent xyuar 
,-rative .belongs more propejdy to ihfcjaiaufi <if 
private history than of public, the reader 
may be assured his desire of infonotlation in 
this particular should have been gratified, 
had it been possible to satisfy it without 
hurting .the feelings of the parties goxkxizd* 
ed. Female heroism shrinks away frpm the 
meed of human praise ; because it mo$t 
commonly inherits the temper i>f its uatui^l 
parent, piety, that chaste though ardent 
piety, which would gladly hide itself horn 
4he notioe of every being, except the Su- 
preme. ' Let it be sufficient to afaserwe, ihdt 
the power of religion to chase away from 
minds rightly imbued 

Anguish^ arid doubts and fear , and sbnow, and fain, 

Par. L. 1. 55*. 

was never more completely exemplified thah 
in the whole behaviour, during their sharp 
trial, of those very persons, whose entreS- 
ties have restrained my pen frprti doing 
them justice/ 

On 
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' ©n thfc morning after his arrival, Hum- 
bert began his military operations by push- 
ing forward to Ballina 'a detachment of a 
Jiundred men, forty of whom he had mount- 
ed on the best horses he could lay his hands 
' upon in* the country* On the road he con- 
cealed under the arch of a bridge, adjoining 
;to Killalla, a serjeant's guard, to watch the 
-motions of any straggling party from the 
enemy, a measure of prudence which prov- 
ed fatal to die Rev, George Fortescue 
;(nephew to Lord Clermont), a clergyman 
j©f the diocese of the fairest character. This 
iyoung gentleman, who had been enrolled in 
his brother's troop in the county of Louth, 
had put himself at the head of a reconnoi- 
tring party from Ballina, and falling in with 
the ambuscade, received a wound in his 
groin, of which he died in great agonies, 
but with the most exemplary patience and 
resignation, about nine days after. . The 
carabineers and yeomanry of Ballina, after 
a short resistance, consulted their safety by 
.flight, leaving the town, and one of, their 
company, in the hands of the French, a 

Newport 
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Newport cavalier^ whjdi; war r surprised in h»i 
bed before be had <time to escape.^ . . "J* 



)•■.»*• . ;"'•- •" ' • ;■ ' f . 



The person of this prisoner chancing to* ' 
be large rand corprulejit, General Humbert 
chose to make a .public .exhibition of him, 
as the spolia opima oil \\\s victory. Placing, 
him, therefore, in ohrs uniform, at his left 
hand, in a curricle drawn by two handsome 
horses, late the property of poor , Mr. For- 
tescue, the general rode back from Ballma 
into Killalla in triumph', amidst the accla-. 
matidhs of a great crowd of peasantry, as 
well as of his army. The indolent captive, 
as he carried his eyes quietly rouqd the 
throng, looked not unlike a sear lion just 
awaked out of his sleep. :, •. 
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In war* it i» *said, the first succest i9 
every thing. The maxim was at least ve- 
rified here by the instant accession of many 
hundreds of the country people to the cause 
of the French, which they affected to style 
the cause of Ireland . and liberty. A green 
flag was mounted over the castle gate,: with 
the inscription ERIN GO BRAGH, im- 
porting, 



/ 
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pdftiftg, at I am told, Ireland for ever t 
This flag was the signal to invite as many as 
had the spirit so assert their freedom to join 
4 * brym fM0Jple^ who were come for no other 
purpose fcut to make diem independent and 
happy. » The generous purpose was to bfe 
forwarded by the immediate delivery of 
amis, ammunition, and clothing to the new 
levies of the country . Property was to be 
inviolable Ready money was to come over 
in the ships expected every <Jay from France* 
In the meantime, whatever was brought in 
voluntarily, or taken by necessity to answer 
the occasions of the army, should be putto 
tually paid for in drafts on the future direc- 
tory, of which the owners of the gpods de- 
manded were courteously invited to accept. 
For the first two or three days many people 
did apply for such drafts to the French com- 
missary of stores, whose whole time appear- 
ed to be taken up with writing them. In- 
deed the bishop himself was of opinion/ 
that the lasers wouid act wisely to accept of 
them ; not, as he told the people, that they 
would ever produce payment where it wad 
promised, but because they might serve as 

docu- 
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documents, to our own government, when at 
a future period it should come to inquire 
into the losses ^ sustained by its loyal sub* 
jects. The troujble however of, the commisr * 
sary, in issuing drafts on a bank in prospect* 
was not of t long duration,. The people 
smiled first, and he joined in the smile hira^ 
self at last, w r hen he offered the airy secu- 
rity. ,*•';".. • '• ' 

But if cash was wanting, the promise of, 
clothing and arms to the recruits was made 
.good , on the spot, and to a : considerable 
extent, k Chests containing each forty fusila* 
and pthers filled with new French uniforms 
and gaudy helmets, being heaped together 
in the castle-yard, the first that offered their 
service received complete clothing; and 
these, by credible- report, were about a 
thousand in number. The next ,:comerst 
who were at least as many, had every thing 

» * * 

but shoes and stockings. To the .last, arms 
only were given. And of arms Col. Cha- 
jiost assured the bishop not less than 5500 
stand were in this place delivered out to the 
insurgents. The musquets were pronounc- 

E ed, 
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ed, by those who were judges of them, to 
fee' well fabricated, though their bote was 
too small t<y admit English bullets.' The 
earabines were remarkable for their good- 
ness." Swoirds and pistols, of which there 
was no great plenty, were reserved as marks 
of distinction, to be distributed only to the 
rebel officers. 

# 
It was a melancholy spectacle to those in 

the castle, to witness the eagerness with 
which the unfortunate rustics pressed for- 
ward to lay hold of these fatal trappings, 
the sure harbingers of their own 6peedy- 
destruction. A very little penetration was 
required to discover the madness of expect- 
ing, fjnal success in an enterprise* conducted 
by such a force, against « an army at that 
time in the kingdom of probably not less 
than a hundred thousand men. But though 
the bait was visible to people of any sense, 
to the multitude it certainly was -in ito small 
degree alluring. 



f - 



The- uncombed ragged peasant, who had 
never before knoWn the luxury of shoes __ 

■ " . and 
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aijcl stockings, now washed, powdered* a*^ 
full dressed, was metamorphosed intQi 3ftri> 
other beingi the rather beeause the £ar geefttg; ,j 
part of these mountaineers were hy jv |u>\; 
mearjs deficient either in size qx .pefjsopic; 
4 Look at: these poor fellow^ ' sai$ v Hu^ ; : 
bert with aa air of triumph to the b£$h$>$kj 
4 they ; % are made, you find, of t&e ^i#ft^ 
* stuff with ourselves/ A.stili^txongertpmprw 
tatron offered itself to people uqaccuptogtej 
ed to animal food, in a full enjoyment q$:s 
fresh meat. The lowest allowance of beef •" 
for a day was one pound fo each recruit* « 
This was devoured with an avidity, that , 
excited sometimes the mirth, sometimes the 
contempt, of their French associates. An ; ofS- 
cer protested, that having for curiosity trusted > 
<an Irishman at once with an allowance of ^ 
eight pounds of tiressed meat, he saw the, 'i 
creature throw himself on the grpwid, ana .: 
begin to gnaw it so eagerly, that he. Was Stire 
he would not rise till he had Consumed it 

The expectation of spoil undoubtedly 
came in for a full share of the inducements, 

' . ,. . im. V.J t K ' \ ■ 1* J . *- 

that prompted the indigent to shake off the 

E 2 restraints 
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restraints of civil rule, and armed him 
against his wealthy neighbours. It is a debt 
dtie to justice, however, to observe, that if 
thfe first who joined the enemy were enticed 
by hope to a foreign standard, very many 
took the same road afterwards merely through 
fear. Great pains were employed by the 
early insurgents to frighten their neighbours 

into the same' inclosure of peril with them- 

» ■ 

sdyei, partly hy the 'most horrid menaces in 
case of refusal to join the common cause, 
aiid partly by spreading : Ires of the protes- 
tante, whom they represented as Orange- 
men, universally bent on the excision of 
catholics. 



■ • 



When the united weight of so many temp- 
tations is duly estimated, operating besides 
on a body of peasantry already estranged 
from their * protestaht neighbours hy differ- 
ence- of religion, language and education, 
it will rather be matter of surprise, that so 
little mischief was the -result of the insur- 
rection in Connaught, and that we had not 
the isame horrid scenes of cruelty £nd reli- 
gious intolerance to mourn over, as hail lately 

stamped 
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stamped indelible disgrace on the Eastern 
province. It is a circumstance Worthy oC 
particular notice, .. that during the whole 
time of this civil commotion, not a drop of 
blood was shed by : the Connaught rebels, r 
except in the field of war. It is trufc, the r 
example and influence of the French went 
a great way to prevent sanguinary chccesses. 
But it will not be deemed fair to ascribe to* c 
this cause alone the forbearance of* which 
w^ were witnesses, when it is considered, 
what- a range} of country lay at the mercy ; 
of the rebels , for several days after -the 
French power was known to be at an end. * 

% 

These reflections are offered to the pub- 
lic as an apology for the opinion of certain 
persons, who became advocates for lenity, 
when, on the suppression of the rebellion; 
the treatment due to the insurgents was the 
object of discussion. / Fire and swofd was 
the language of gentlemen, whose loss by 
the war, though grievous and highly pro- 
voking, was only the loss of property^ 
Milder sentiments may reasonably be al- 
lowed to have place in bosoms, which had 

throbbed 
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tiy^bbed with rthe^ppre&eriftioh of a grcaftfar 
n^cl^ffrc than > spbtiattaa ; Egperienfce : Hid ' 
tatfgbt jtherfj, that life * k the' fitst of wof?£ty; 
p^esakkis-: and oatfittg : sa*efd that 1 blfessirig 1 
themsetv e«r ■ tbey ccbuid * nttt : be f in * haste to 
wish itftptn others 

Iittleod) where- therfe - had appealed all 
alpng *$ofewitraQds df ^rattooifr in thesis poor 
comntry folk/ it; waHrimp^ihle- c for' a spec- 
tator of their actions not* to pity them few 
their very simplicity;; It was ' sii<Sh , ' • that 
ereifc the serious 6itdatk>n in which we were 
placed w%& lirequehttyr insufficient to ■ repress 
our laughter at it. The coxcombry of the 
young- -clowns 5n~ their 3ieiw dress;' the mix- 
tuije^f ; $5<JBd* humour and contempt in the 
countenances of the ^Frfeftch/ employed in 
making puppies of th#m; the haste of the 
undressed to be as iine as ; theif neighbours/ 
ca$tiag Away their dd -clothes long before it 
cam$ to. their turn to » deceive the new ; 
above all, the merry activity of a handsome 
young fellow, a? marine officer, 1 whose busi- 
ness it was to • xonsufntnate the vanity of 
the resrui&.'by decora&iig themi ; with j heU " 

mets 



mets beautifully £<lged with spotted t trrowii 

paper to loqk like leopard's. ,skin, *a task 
which he performed standing on a. powder 
barrel, ^nd piaking the, hg Jmet fit any skulk 
even the largest, by thumping it -down 
with his fists, careless whether it .could 
£ver be taken off again— these were cii> 
cuni5tanc?s that vvpuld hav£ mwtifc y»u raaile, 
though. you had begn just coro£ from seeiag 
your hpus$ in' flaaaes. A. spectacle not, legs 
provoking to mirth presented itself, to your 
yie\y, if you fojloi^ed the «ew soldiers after 
$e}r had received their, arms and cartridge^ 
and observed their ngtanner» of using tfaienfc 

N. 

It was common with them to put in their 
cartridges at the wrong end, and when 
they stuck, in the passage (as tfygy often did) 
the inverted hai^l , was set to wosk agaiatt 
&e g«>und, till it was bent aftd-useless. At 
first they were trusted with balls, as well as 
with powder.' But this practice was not re-r 
peated, after it had gone n§ar costing hi% 
life to General Humbert^ As he was stand- 
ing at an open . window in the castle, the 
general heard a ball whistle by his. ear, di^r 

c$to£e$tyj% .«&w^, «£«& •»» the yar& 
■\ .-./' below. 
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below, whom he instantly punished with an 
unmerciful caning. The ball passed int+ 
.the cieling, where the mark of it is still ap- 
parent. Lastly, it was quite unsuitable to 
the spirit of these rustic warriors to keep 
their firelocks idle till they should come in 
tight of an enemy, when there were so 
many inferior animals on which they might 
be tried. A crowd got about Charost one 
dgy, clamouring for a supply of powder 
and shot. « Tell them/ said the command- 
ant in a passion, * they shall have no more, 
5 tiU I am sure they will not waste their 
f enlarges upon ravens/* ' 

* "** • 

The 

■» 

\ * The raveiris an object of pursuit for his quills. If 
aft? remarked that these birds, not common before in. 
oaf fields, began tq multiply, in proportion as unburiea 
bodies (a curse on war!) became a spectacle familial td 
D6, The reader will pardon a short digression for the 
iake of recording an incident, of which the author of 
these pages was an eye-witness. 

• 

About the time of our greatest peril, when we first 
learned the news of Ballinamuck, a more than x ordinary 
cawing and chattering had for some days together been 
Observed to take place in the rookery adjom&g to the 

bishop's 



The French, it, is well koown, ajre, a joa* 
. tion apt ^jpough to consider tbqriseives as 
. superior to any people in tU$ world j but 
here indeed \t would have been ridicy- 
. lous not to prefer the Gallic troops in «very 
respect before their new alUes. InteUigeMg, 
v activity, temperance* patience, tp a sur- 
prising degree, appeared tp .be combined in 
. the soldiery *h&t came over with Humbert; 
together wkh the exac test obedience to dis- 
cipline. Yet, if you except their grena- 
diers, they had nothing to catch the eye. 
Theif stature for the mo^t part was low, 
their complexions pale and saJUow, thffr 
clothes • mush the worse fpr the wear ; tp a 
superficial observer they wpuld Jhave ap-* 
peared incapable of enduring almost aivy 

bishop's garden. At fength a cjpud of birds tntt Been to 
mount into the air from the grave, wli^ch dividing tbftyi- 
selvesinto two regular battalions of crows and ravens, en-* 
gaged in a combat of several minutes in the 'upper re* 
gions with so much fury, that a company walking In the 
garden distinctly heard the dashing of their wings Jtgtkist 
one anther. In; the end* victory declared for the crew* ; 
tb^ intruding raven* took flight, and peace was restored 
to die old tenants v of the grove. It wtll Wdly be wpn- 
dered, if, under our tftcri deprtssi&n of rmtid, weaetepifcd 
comfofttvciitofcattgufy. >\i< . K .....?/: ^ 

- F hardship* 
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Hardship. These were the men, however, 
iof whom it was presently observed, that they 
could be well coptent to live on bread or 
potatoes, to drink water, to make the stones 
4 of the street their bed, and to sleep in their 
clothes, with nd covering but the canopy 

' : of Heaven. One half of their number had 

. . ■.*.. ... 

served in Italy under Bonaparte ; the rest 
were from the army of the Rhine, where 
they had suffered distresses, that well ic- 
* counted for thin persons and wan looks. 
Several of them declared with all the marks 

* 

; of sincerity, that, at the siege • of M£ntz, 
during th$ preceding winter, they Wad for a 
"long time slept on the ground in holes made 
"four feet deep under the snow. And ar of- 
ficer, pointing tb his leather small-elothefc, 
assured the bishop, that he had not taken 
them off for a twelve*roonth, : 

. Humbert, the leader of this singular 
body of men, was himself as extraordi- 

i 

tiary a personage as any in his army. Of 

a good height and shape, in the full 

\ vigour of life, prompt tQ decide* quick ip 

execution, apparently master, *>f his art, 

you 
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you could not refuse him the praise of a 
good officer,, while his phisiognomy fox> 
bad you to like him as a span. His eye*,* 
which was sn^all and sleepy, (the effect, 
probably of much watching) cast a side-long, 
glance, oif msicjipusness, and even of cruelty; 
it was the eye of a cat preparing to spring on 
her prey. . His education and manners were 
indicative of a person sprung from the 
lowest orders of society, though he knew 
how (as most o( his countrymen can do) 
to. assume.., where it was convenient, the 
deportme^tj oC a gentleman. Fo? learnings 
he scarcely <had enough to ^enable hup to 
write his . .name. His passions were furjou^ 
and all his behaviour seemed marked ^th, 
the characters of roughness and violence 
A nafrpyefr pbservation: p^.him* h<jwever* . 
served to discover that tnuch,. of /this rough- 
ness was the jrc^ylt of art, .being, assumed, 
with the»y#jw of extorting, by terror a r$fdy 
compliance with his commands. . Of ; this , 
truth the bishop himself was ope of the . first. 

who had occasion to be made sensible. ; 

• • . . . • . • • * 
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Boats were necessary to transport the a^ i 
tittefy and stores from the ships, cars end 
hoises to 1 forward them- by land 1 ; < and these 
weirtr*to be procured without delay, the life 
oft the present enterprise consisting in dis- T 
patfch. High prices* were offfered? but th«^ 
fi sfcfewuen- of Rittalbt at first kept : * out of the :: 
way, and of the care none could be gat l 
but what wereseifced at the first onset: Ap^ ; 
pfication therefore was made : tb ifce Bishop, 
wliote imswerwais (What WAs -t«fflly tniej 1 
tKat he had *io authority in that place, civil ; 
or personal; that- he was not a" magis tra te, D 
nor had time to be acquainted 'WHh c <hie :t 
people, having settled himself m fte * town 4 , ' 
from another : part of thfc IdtrgdbMv only £ i: 
fe^ mouths before. Hui^ftrr replied, ' 
th& hei&c^^ 

shipi : if the prb^er thagistrate "Md! ' ttot : fiet!^ 
itfvidfation of hir parole; th& fid cared Kt- * 
lift fy What means the bishop sfcoiild con-' 
trhre to get him what he wanted, but af he ' 
was the principal inhabitant, he must and 
would charge v him with the office of pro- 4 
ducing boats and cars, and that by the very 
rtext inorning. The ^bishop, in Humbert's 

presence, 
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presence,- ddfcrdl life people tdt^gp out into 
the town, and try tb* o&nvinee Xht inhabit 
tariff that the' genentlV ^ ordert mttst be 

"Nexr morning, Svftfcft iteithfer boat nor 
disappeared, Humbert -.became* fariousk 
Hepftted forth d Hdrretttof • Vnl^fr abuse, 
roared;- stamped, laidf iris^hand-freqiieittly on 
a scimitar that bettered 1 the ^ronifld, present- • 
ed k' : pfetto! at di&tJisfrojpS eldest son; arid at 
last told «tHfe bishop ^ fihnself, that 4 lie ~* would 1 
make him' 'sensible ; he fi ^fef v nbt W fte'ttifletf • 
with, for he wotdd punish his disobedience* 
by sending him instantly to Franser Orders to' 
this effect were g^ven on the spot to in offi- 
cer, who delivered hhiti in charge to, a corpor- 
al's guard, only alhjwmg-hi^ time to put oir 
his hat. The inhabitants stared in Stfcncei 
as they saw the bishop conducted oir fodt 
through th^ totto; The French soldier* 
matched him at a good pace along the road 
that4e<H(> the ships^ and seeined to havir 
recei?ed ordteis not to answer any of hhf 

questions. : 

-■* 

■"-•■•- - When 
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Wheja fay had /advanced *hout half a 
mile, , ^ikJ/ were beginning to pass 9 hill' 
that wq$d jjave concealed, the town, frpn* 
their view, they were overtaken by ^1 eafp 
press on horseback with the general's orders 
to return,; On entering, the castle, the bi- 
shop was hailed with the gratulatiohs of the 
French q$cer$, and causes for tlie conduct 
of their commander, a hasty man, they said, 
but very good-natured. Humbert him- 
self received him on the stairs with an apo~ 
logy for what he had done, pleading neces- 
sity, an apology which was readily admit- 
ted. Indeed the bishop had felt no appre- 
hension at any time, that the menace would 
be. seriously carried into effect. He knew 
the French could not want his presence,, nor 
his assistance as an interpreter ; and he saw, 
through its disguise, the reaji object of 
Humbert's affected,. fury, ^yh jch ended, a* 
that officer had expected* in the immediate * 
appearance of the [ people of yhom,he was 
in search. The bishop's dangpr, v *if ., them 
was any^AY^s go quickly o^er, ; ,,that happily 
the greater part of his family knew.flpthing 
#f it till it was past. 

Scarcely, 
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Scarcely; however, had he gbt ctear of 
one disagreeable • business, when another was 
thrown in. his way, Eveiy thing being 
ready for a march by Saturday, the 25th, 
th6 French general determined to teave be- 
hind him at Killalla two hu rid red of his 

■ * 

awn soldiers under the tommatict of halfta 
dozen officers, to secure himself a retreat, in 
case -of mistalrriage, to his ammunition, a 
targe proportion df which, to . the amount of 
280 barrels of 10Q potinds 4ach, : could nt>t 
be immediately foitfaf&ed for want 1 of the 
means of conveyance. But this -was not 
thfe ostensible reason for leaving thfc mefc. 
It w&s pretended, that they were:; suffered 
to rentaih out of pure compassioii to the 
protestants of the vicinity, ...whfcse- lives 
might be in danger from the hew:; levies, 
while the French were elsewhere- b&gtoyed. 
Hostagfcs therefore must be taken! at jeast: as 
far as B^llina, in exchange for the six:o'ffi- 
cers that should be left to keep the peace at 
Killalla; and the bishop was given to; un- 
derstand* that he himself and'iuife- of "his 
son* must make a part of the number. Re- 
monstrances were vain. The bishop found 

himself 



himsdff obliged to dom*»unicatq the unwel- 
come tidiagP to the family, anfi to or^er : bis 
chaise fot the following n>prning t 

• - • - * * . i . . i 

. At do one period ptf their calamity, per* 

haps, did the patience of the womeij, $iis- 

.tain a rujier assault. To be separated, mb- 

.jder such circumstance, from their principal 

. human support, for a time unknown, per- 

haps for ever {for itL Was then said ^d bt- 

*lievfed t that the borages were, destined 

*o follow jevpfy Whet* the tamp &*& for- 

: tunes of the invaders), this was hitter news. 

Mrs. Thompson, the dean's lady, sunk under 

; it into a swoon: bdyanced in her pregnancy, 

she had nerves that did, not keep pace with 

the excellent temper of her mind, Mrs. 

Stock and Mrs. Copjs said nothing. But 

the eye, that met their eyes during that scene 

of anguish, feels a dimness at die reviejyal 

of it . '* ' "• * 
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Ndxt morning (Sunday) the prospedf .dent- 
ed up a little, though still Unpleasqhtfcj The 
general had changed his mind, and would 
accept of the bishop's eldest son in place of 

the 



the father. It was a strangfc alleviation of 
pain, to be derived from exposing to danger 
a son, who had found favour with every 
body that knew him, as well as with his pa- 
rents. But the youth (a college lad under 
nineteen) thought nothing of a danger from, 
whiqh his father was exempted, and went 
off chearfuily with the other four hostages, 

whom the bishop was ordered to nominate ; 

... , . 

for Humbert had consented to take but one 
of the sons instead of two. The four named 
were John Knox, Esqi of Bartrach, Tho- 
mas Kirkwood, lieutenant of theTyrawley 
cavalry, James RtrTLED<£E>, -custom-house 

r p 

Officer, and the curate Mr. Nixon, 

* - ■ j .- - ; ■ . , 

* . ■*■ ■ 

With a leVity which seemed to ihark the?, 
general tenor of his conduct, Humbert 
signified to the hostages, presently after their 
arrival at Ballina, that they were at liberty 
to go hotae again. He himself marched his 
ftVcts directly towards Castfebar, leaving one 
Trvc, ah ignorant brute <if an officer with 
a few French and a rabble of the Irish* to 
retain possession of Ballina. Trxtc would 
not confirm the indulgence, granted by the 
1 -i G general. 
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genpra?, fill the day fcltewing ; *$* tf»att»"iB 
five gentlenien passed a i&wt unquiet nighf 
aiTxidst a crew of drunken and insolent re* 
bek, with scarcely apy accommodation. 
The horses^ on which they rode to Balling 
were not tQ he foypd next d«y ; jwt tbfi 

hostages wpre gfed to find their way back 
again ©it foot 

* * * • 

The charge of Kilfelfe, with the title q| 
f ommand^nt, ^as coipmiUed tp Mr. CpA- 
host, chtf 4e demi-brigadt, which jqusyifaft 
to our title pf lieutep^nt-coloneL Thfc 
choice proved ^ fortunate oqe for the t$wP* 
Chahost being a m^n qf sense aqd h#& 
nour,. in short, in every respect the opposite 
of Tauc. This office^ t>egan hi$ comn^?nd 
by obliging the >>§hop sos far as to grap$ 
*T p&fssppr* tp Paptaii) IJili,, tfce ^<*thy re* 
gists? of th^ #pcege* ^powqiilg hi?ft & 
go home to Limsf fck. By hie* ^^^il 
fojmd the much desired opportunity of coj$t 
Yeying a letter to his friends in P^Hh, ,tbf 
only one they received from lum till the 
tt>wn was recovered. A, yefbaj accqua$ 
however of the family was carried & P«fer 
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IS* b^ IJoctor EtLteov, who gtk leave frorii 
€hj*iost *n the 29th to tetiith tb €a!stlebaf, 
from which towri he foR&w&Q his lady anil 
&to&y to thfe capital. Mr: John Thom** 
sow* th£ dean's brother, was ^erttftted, at 
the same tfeite with Doctor E££i son; to g6 
t# hi* Aotfee irt Castfebar, whe#e he &d§pS* 
&My entertained th€ bishbp's si>iiAirBt% 
wh6n ht was presefifl^ after sen* ti> tiii 

fitttie fowii in qtfality df fiostage. 

x . i ...... 

-'■ Thofagft :■ the eneiWy totok afWay no&in£ 
^h fhtemv vfhfcn they itootfed, but wh* 
was nee&s&y for their opeftftibns in ihk 
$£d, fet thttt Aece&ity was fcuftd to irodi* 
Jrffcheftd the fete* part of whatf t*he country 
Assessed, Whether of stctefe or Virtual. 
The bishop larda* and oftlla/, b4 pleri- 
tifeify stored at that seasort, gcatc^ty soffit 
&id fo# (hr^ cfeys, EySr/ thihg thaff h* 
had in m ; ffl!& dkapfxtttiff : dora, p©6£ 
toes, cattle, were all wanted/ and tffc&l 
from himj before any thing was touched 
thai? Belonged to the poo*. OFli& kStchen 
j^faffe sky inc&Sant use was^bfrde from early 
ittoftiing eVefrto* midnight, tfeat the cKim* 
" G 2 ney 
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ney was on fire more than once, and in : the 
middle of summer above thirty ton of coals 
lasted only one month. His stables yielded 
iiine horses of his own (most of them good 
cnes) with proper furniture ; and his , guests 
Contributed about half a dozen more. The 
coach-house was stript of nothing but har- 
ness, those brave officers despising the luxury 
of a chaise. Cars, carts, and a large wag- 
gon, with their furniture, went of course. 
In three days he had lost to the value of 
6001. But it was clear, that even this da- 
mage was nothing in comparison of what 
he must have sustained, if he had fled* 
{as he was advised, and even offered the 
means to do) on the first approach of the 
French. The ruin of his house and furni- 
ture, both valuable, would have been the 
consequence ; not* to speak of the mischiefs 
throughout the neighbourhood, which he 
was happy enough by his presence and ex- 
ertions to avert. 

The enemy's main body had hardly 
marched from Killalla, when a flag of truce 
arrived from Gastlebar, carried by Captain 

Grey 
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Grey of th6 carabineers. It came under 
the pretence of enquiring after an officer, - 
who was wounded and made prisoner at 
Ballina; but the object of it was to learn 
the force of the enemy. As soon as this 
was known, (Captain Grey privately de- 
sired us not to be uneasy, for a force equal 
to three times their number was waiting at 
Castlebar to give a good account of them. 
This happened on Sunday. How distress- 
ing then to the friends of government was 
the intelligence, received within twenty- 
four hours after by express from Serrasin, , 
the seco v nd in command of the French army, 
that a complete victory had been gained by 
them over our troops, eight hundred of 
whom were taken or slain, ten pieces of 
cannon had fallen into their hands, and 
Castlebar had surrendered to them! 'Irish 
4 liberty,' concluded the letter triumphantly* 
' is established/ 

The writer of this narrative professes only 
to describe what he saw and felt. It is not 
his business therefore, if he were competent 
Jo the task, to trace the events of an inva- 

sion, 
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&oii, the first sucte&es'of which caused ft£ 
much astonishment, - or to £hew by wl&t 
iiieans a handftfl of men continued so lotf£ 
to brave the forcef of a whole kingdom, inert, 
who, frdm the time they missfed their reiri- 
forceftients from home 1 , confessed their be- 
lief f hat they were fto niofe than k forlorfl 
hope sefit to anridy the eriefttfcsf of thelt 
courtfry, and, that dtity dofle 1 , expected 
&?et y hour to be forced to surrender thettf- 
' Sfeftes prisoners of War. The tohabittfte <Jf 
l&fialfa, cut off from the rest of IreMiid, irt 

jrbrttfbythe&a, and behiirkf by a ciordottdf 

tftbotttains, out 6f Which the two only pas- 
ttgeg ttfcte eontintfaffy guarded' by ther rebels; 
- knew scarcely amy thing thai! w'as gdmg ftfc 
ttofd but what passed uiider his eyes. 

..... ;* 

A mdkfidholy pt66t, &tft t^ea&ofi had a 

httttd' ih the AiC'c&sof the tterich at Cas- 

debar, was soon exhibited in the bishop's 
court-yard. Fifty-three deserters from the 
ILdngforrf militia: marched in, aniidst the 
Shauifc of the multitude, ^ith their <S6ats 
tui^erf, ahdf there exchanged the uttiforiiis 
given t&erii by dieir Sovereign, for the blue 
f coats 



*pate 5>f FFftPQpl U ym A «£a»g<? {Hght, 
agd tq pfp^ant speetatpiss jno# provoking.. 
To cosifrrt tfee bishop, jthe. cprnrofesary 
jpafo tyn* a pr^nt of th$ fteperfc^' yai T 
fern?*, fle tool* , $e gift, foreseeing that 1|« 
sbpMjd ef« long Jin4 naKed bodies* jjj, plenty 
to coy?r w&h thm< «Hep®rt sajdt (hat in % 
firWf 4ayj> tH« rebel: panap at K-iftalla. wa» 
jojnfsd, ,l?y fpiin^core more darters from &« 
J^ngftrd and Kilkenny militia. . Not a maa 
of these; jn&nwws ^trayprr pf their &ng apd 
Cijujtttry ife^ne4 ,%Uve. |o his feom§. 



\ i ■ 



. £ro:ni $5 d*X 4w* wceee&d. &<* featU*, 
of . ; gatflebar (Aug. ■**) suspend was fopfc 
aj^ftt KillalJ^ fey th* ?<*P9*t ,ff <aBflMt 
or the inland $id.e, ; *>y. &e, appsaran^q qf a, 
sguadron of frigateg in tl*<? oflfog, whi<& 
were called French of R&g&fe $§GP?4lDg ^ 
the wishes of the spectators. These ships 
varied m number from one or twe to five* 
appearing irresolute what eourse to take, 
till at length three* wejRt qff t^ward^SUgOr* 

• a fourth 

» ... . . 

* Thfse were, *s }&}c&xpfi& s$erw*r4* f tfee Ppsis 9^ 
/ 36 guns, Lord RanelaCk, the Melamji^^ttP* CapMifr* 

Moont, 
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a fourth of 32 guns* with a cutter of 16, 
continued hovering in the' bay, and was at 
one time near losing her cutter on the bar. 
The French cherished hopes that it might 
be the squadron they expected from Brest, 
till on the 30th they saw the single frigate 
send out her boats to destroy two trading* 
vessels, of which the French had taken pas- 1 
session, one to transport their ammunition 

i tr 

which had just been all' landed^ the other to 
supply the town with. forty ton of- oatmeals 
The crew of this last, seven' Frenchmen/ 
were carried to the frigate. The two sloops 
continued burning all night, and part of the 
next day/ Some of the pdor town's-people, ' 
venturing to board the oatmeal sloop to save 
what they could of so tempting a provision/ 
narrowly escaped death by an , eighteen 
pounder from the frigate. 



. » V . 



As long as the two hundred .French sol- 
diers were suffered to remain for the defence 

Moore, and the 'Fok cutter of "x 2 "guns, Lieutenant 
WAlsh. The vessels that staid were the Cerherus, 32 
guns, 18 pounders, Captain M'Namara, and the Hurler 
cutter, Captain J. NojuipaY)' carrying 16 carrohades, 

eighteen pounders. " *. ' ' * ' . 

of 
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of Killalla, the protestant inhabitants felt 

■ * * 

themselves perfectly secure, though the 
number of insurgents, that poured in from 
the country to a camp they formed in the 
bishop's demesne, increased every hour. 
The casg was sadly altered from the first of" 
September., On that day the commandant 
shewed the bishop an order he had received 
from General Humbert to send away im- 
mediately to Castlebar the whole French 
garrison of Killalla, none excepted, but 
Mr, Charost himself, and another officer 
of the name of Pons on. These two were 
to keep the town with about two hundred 
of the Irish recruits. 

All the horrors, that had been acted ot 
Wexford, now stared the loyalistes in the 
face. ' Famished wolves are closing us in on 
* every side/ said they to CffARosiy € and 
4 what can two men effect, though ever 
4 so brave and vigilant V The commandant 
desired them to be quiet, assuring them 
that he would part with life sooner than 
abandon them ; but he told the bishop, that 
as, by staying here to protect the protes- 

H tants, 
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tanfs, he ran the hazard of losing his own 
liberty, he thought it but reasonable that 
one of the bishop's sons should go with the 
troops to Castlebar, to be an hostage for his 
person, in case of the English becoming 
again masters of Killalla. To this the hi- 
shop could not object. His second and 
third sons therefore drevr lots, and the 
chance falling on Arthur, the third son, a 
lad just sixteen, he was sent away about se- 
ven in the evening, on a poor jade ill ac- 
coutred, to travel all night with the French. 
From that day till the engagement at Kil- 
lalla, above three weeks after, his parents 
could hear nothing from him, nor hfe 
from them ; so strictly were the passes 
guarded. 

» t » 

V 

Immediately rifter the departure of the 
foreigners, the commandant applied him- 
self to make provision for the security of 
the district entrusted to him. A strong p2t- 
trole, in different bodies, was ordered to 
parade through the town and its environs, 
tb the distance of three rniles, every night 
But as reports of robberies And midnight 

assaults 
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assaults came in continually* Mt* Charosx» 
thought it advisable, to issue a proclamation 
inviting all the. inhabitants, without dis- 
tinction of religion or party, to come pf 
him, and- receive arms and ammunition foe 
their own defence, under no otli^r , condi- 
tiqij than a promise of restoring them .to 
him when he should call for them. Th$ 
offer was presently embraced by the town's 
people, especially by the protestant part of 
Jj^em r who w6r£ most exposed to dapger, 
and ha$ freen forced at the beginning, of the 
jnjvasipn to. deliver up . their arms , fo the 
French, ^ A distribution accordi^^r l?egajx 
to be made in the castle-yard, on the even- 
ing of Sept. 1st. .;-..:■* 

Thf^ commandant had now an opportu- 
nity of judging, whether the fears of the 
protestants from their popish neighbours 
were justly founded. As the patrple w^s 

* • • * 

setting at that time, the rebels (all roman- 
ists) began to murmur at trusting arms to 
the protestant townVmen, which they were 
sure, they said, would be employed against 
the French and their allies, the moment an 

II 2 English 
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English force appeared. Nor did the mu- 
tineers want a leader. One MulMeeran, 
a rebel officer, was their spokesman, a 
strong made stout fellow, who defended 
himself afterwards like a lion at the battle 
of Killalla against thrfce or four troopers, 
all cutting him with their swords, and 
did not fall till his skull was hacked to 
pieces. This man resisted the commandant 
to his face, and went so far as to throw 
down the arms he had received from > the 
' French, when Chahost told him he would 
trust all alike with arms, who chose to take 
a musquet in their r>wn defence. The 
bishop laboured hard to pacify the malecon 1 - 
tents, amidst darkness and clamdur, and the 
confusion of three languages. 

i 

After an hour's struggle,, several of the 
protestants, intimidated by the menaces of 
the others, returned the arms they had 
received, and said they would trust them- 
selvea to the protection of the patrole; 
which put an end,' for that night, A to the 
disturbance. ^^^ i*«,*ma« f ^ 
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It was renewed, however, &e two folr 
lowing days with unabating violence*; till 
at length the protectants, harrasscd by doriii-* 
ciliary visits of armed rebels in search of 
concealed weapons, ' agreed in a. petition to 
the commandant that he would call in by: 
proclamation what he '• had given *oiit; and 
forbid in future any person's appearing 
inarms, except recruits for the French sciv 
vice. The terror of being thus stript of the 
means % of defence was exaggerated by the > 
alarming accounts of depredations on every 
side of Kiilalla to the distance of several 
miles. Not a night passed, but some house 
was rifled; scarce, an hour in the day 
elapsed, in which the bishop was not in> 
portuned to lay some lamentation before 
the commandant, or to send out some guard 
for protection. Willing to -do his best, he 
interpreted ; he drew up petitions ; he dis* 
patched guards to - protestant families in the 
neighbourhood ; he went from house to 
house in the town to inquire after abuses ; 
till in the evening always, and frequently 
in the day-timp, he was forced to throw 
himself on a bed, unable to keep his feet 

Yet 



Yet his heaKh and appetite seemed to be 
improved by the extraordinary fatigue, nor 
did he ever in his life sleep betten 

But if it was doubtful whether arms 
might safely be committed to every inhabit 
tant of Killalia, it admitted no dispute, %t 
all, that the town could not exist , without 
some form of civil government. Depfpda-r 
tors crowded in hourly from the country, 
to the equal annoyance and terror <?f every 
body that had property, whether catholic car 
protestant The French, it ;wag said, ha$l 
divided the town and neighbourhood pf 
Casilefaar into districts, appointing oj$v each 
a municipal officer, with a guard at his com- 
mand, properly armed for the PM i>Jic fa 
fence ; and the scheme had there 1»(L the 
desired success. A proclamation was there- 
fore issued for establishing a similar form 
through the canton over which CijAftasT 
jpresided. The country was thrown into 
departments ; a magistrate, to be elected by 
his neighbours, was to take charge of each, 
with the help of a guard of sixteen or 
twenty men ; arms, and ammunition were 

to 
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to be distributed to the&e, under an express 
stipulation* that neither officers nor men 
should be marched out of their respective 
departments, nor employed against their 
Sovereign, nor in any service except that of 
keeping the peace. The town of Killalla 
was committed to the protection of' one hum 
dred and fifty men, in three bodies, all to 
be observant of the ofders of Mr. James 
Devitt, the civil magistrate unanimously 
chosen by the people, because he was k 
substantial tradesman, a Roman catho* 
lie, and a man of sense and moderation. 
He had under him two assistants, of his 
Own religion. The benefits of this f regula- 
tion were felt immediately in the establish- 
ment of tolerable order and quiet, *tf least 
ih and about the town ; and without doubt ' 
they would have been felt to a greater 
extent, if the French power had been 
firmer. 

> The example of Killalla was presently 
copied in the other departments, *Magis» 
trates were elected, always Roman catho- 
lies 1 , but -commonly of the better sort among 

them, 
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them, persons who bad no desire to take 
arms against the British government Some 
of these applied to the bishop for his . opi- 
nion, whether they should incur the pe- 
nalties of treason by acting, under a foreign 
power, merely tor the common safety, and 
under the conditions stated above. His an- 
swer was, that he was no lawyer; but 
having always found the law of England 
to be consonant to reason, he would take 
upon him to say, there, could be no law for- 
bidding to do* under these circumstances, 
what, was absolutely enjoined by the great 
law of self-preservation. It is reported, 
that when the rebellion was over, several 
persons muttered against this docrine : it 
might be conceded, they said, to the exist* 
ing terror, but it was not sound, because it 
might be employed as an excuse for a tame 
and prompt submission to any invaders. To 
such tranquil declairpers on the ifterit of 
casting away life and property, in preference 
to frowing the head to a storm, it is obvious 
to reply, that had they changed situations 
with thpse who actually felt the distress, it 
is more than probable they would have seen 

good 
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good rwispii . to : adopt : the very pijpdust* 
which in tlit f«lnes§ of security- they : take 
upon them * to condemn* , To submit to I 
king ie faetK rand ; et^n to ^ct by a jcohinm- 
sion from mc\\ a orte to preserve thejfceace 
of the community, provided hy $o x \4<#®$ 
you do just preclude yourself Ifprft rettftmog 
under the government of a kingl^jBOr^i^/A 
practice sanctioned by the authority of our 
most equitable English; law* \ •,:;; ; 7 

J -if. ■ / t • '* - t * i • t / 1 • • • * ' f I ' " ' ' : ' . * ! ""i I s 

Fer tfee> 4efc w pf jtheft»^lfe whisht #ife 

rfiecjkwed tp, fag /tjhe bead) •MiaipW: Qf Jh&itf- 

4t0da«tfy f a/gi^d* wdp^dfftwfl fco'm -&e;gM- 
•cieon, dwsistiogi of fi»m: sixteen t? twenty. 

jfflen, who \yefp .seldom relief above ; #*h£ 
in twenty-fi^r': ! hours, , Qf these, rfotfr 
•watched at thp cofnmaudflnA's <Jpor, , in tjie 
-ipbby of -thgmiddfe story ;, toy* wet»e placed 
iiv tlic Jialli the rest ^redistributed at the 
Jjates in b^ok aijvJ, front, which had luckily 
<hee*H repaired and tnadd secure by the J^ishop 
^t before thfc invasion. Policy c0i*cur*8fi 
K Wtfh charity' in jgecommefidiug these .poor 
-guards to our daily oa*e?: tljey Were fed and 
^fi^ged so ittush\better th^n any other soldi- 

I' ers, 
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ers, that it occasioned quatrds, and box- 
ings among them sometimes, for a prefer* 
fcnce to be stationed' on the castle-guard. 
And indeed they repaid the attention shewn 
to them, by every mark of respect in their 
power, and by assisting in little menial offi* 
ces in and about the house wherever they 
were wanted* ' ; '■ 



Ml : 



Yet was the presence of such protectees 
a circumstance to the family most dreadful. 
The gates, the doors, everything Within as 
i*ell ! without, •• -tfur very existence was in 
-custody of a band of rebels, who had ! tht 
power at any* instant t<i throw open the 
IWUse to their companions abroad, and let 
in : depredation at least, if nothing ^orsfe. 

And this was a mischief too, that happened 

* 

not unfrequently. At Castle-Lackan, Cas- 
tkreagh, and other houses belonging toprd- 
ttstants, where guards had been stationed; 
the soldiers proved traitors, and admitted 
rogues from without to plunder the families 
they were sent to defend. If plunder toas 
attractive, few houses offered more tempta- 
tions in that way than the bishop's, not only 

because 
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because it contained much valuable property 
of hi$ own, but because, in spites of pru* 
dence, he could not refuse to let it become 
the repository of other people's goods. Hate, 
cash, leases and writings of consequence 
were crowded in upon him, with an eager- 
ness that would take no denial, and with 
too little caution to render the aflair a se- 
cret. The commandant was made acquaint- 
ed with these several causes of apprehension, 
on our part,, and distrust of his Irish friends. 
He made light of them for a long time, in a 
real or seeming confidence of retaining . his 
authority over the rebels.; though, as the 
final period of our captivity approached, his 
looks, as well as his redoubled precautions^ 
shewed, that he began to be almost as uneasy 
as ourselves, , : 

The commandant and the bishop, finding 
each other to be honest men, above the 
meanness of deceit, soon came to a mutual 
good understanding. Charost trusted the 
bishop witjj the sight of a letter from Gene- 
ral. Humbert to himself, enjoining him ei- 
ther to bury privately the powder left in his 

12 care. 
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cfit^raK; to fav&w it into the seay according 
asjbej should; find it most prudent and feasi~ 
l^ooAfctoictaiveying 280 fefcuvels of pow- 
d&ififbm ftie castkyyajd to tlie sca^ through 
the midsfc of armed rebefa> eagerly bent on^ 
seizing* tke powder ifor their own use, it re* 
quired not man»y words to shew the extreme 
improbability -of '.effecting such a scheme. 
It renamed therefore to bury it, and that in* 
some pktce within the walk of the xastle, 
sufficient to contain and hide it. With the 
help of some- labourers who Cofttyiued faiths 
ftilitotfhim, and of. his own domestics, the* 
bishop; contrived in several nights.' - continual 
wbtk, to . bury .ninety barrels ; under a hot*, 
bed an the garden: the remainder was com- 
mitted to a vault in the haggard under the 
corn-stand, where though it could not be 
said to be concealed, it was at least secured, 
a$/fttr.a& might be.Junder the given circum- 
stances, from. the. dreaded danger* of firing 
by accident ? .' 






No less than thriee tim££ r *duraig^aiir .trou- 
ibles, iwas (liis danger -on tbe.ta>i?y 'point <rf 'be- 
ing realized. Ths :finJt T iimq **vas in th4 
, :^j - French 



French r&grt, wh8H tffc' kitchen chimney 
was Set en fife byth* iiftfrroderafe use of th£ 
grates a* I mentioned above; On the se- 
cond 1 ©cttaskin, wc were 5 saved only by the 
providential' direc*iefl ; of the wind front 
catching the ffoines- of- a* cabin just beside us, 
which: was fiifcd by the- King's trooja when 
they entered the tdwn 1 oli the 23d Sep* 
temberl 1 The tterd* #as> the most alarming 
daftgttrof iatt. Oh^the'tKening of that same 
r&narhaWe 23d' of " September, j an hoiiesf 
mbflfensive labourer of the bishops quitted 1 
the castle to oblige hk wife to stay within* 
doors, w1k)> with lite fears <6f a womai* 
gr*at wkh ehild; WaK -running \ViHly about 
thtf road in the* mids* <Jf the* fare from tht? 
arttiy;. * H^ had Weired her hand, < knd was? 
hurryittg' her to his <cabita, when a : discharge* 
of musquetry killed the man-, arid ; mortally 
wounded the Woman. She was carried up 
to the granary m tfefife cSstle, whelreshfe died 

tlwrt **rght. WklfoUt leave asked/ without? 

* 

*ve*i apprising the family that they ha# 
brought the woman into' the- hoiist, *M 
foolish peoplfc aboiit liter began to Wake tihffe 
coi*psfc hf lighting a fire oh the floor- of <h£ 

granary, 



granary^ with nothing under the turf but & 
woodep board* Presently, smoke and flames 
were seen to roll out of the windows of an 
apartment distant but a few yards from the 
gunpowder in the haggard, and the wind 
pointing directly that way. At the same in- 
stant, all was confusion and uproar in the, 
house: the victorious army w^s marching 
into quarters at Killalla, and the principal 
officers were busy in arranging matters for 
their own accommodation at the castle. It 
cost the bishop some labour to make the gen- 
tlemen listen to the story,, and believe, that 
if they did not bestir themselves, the town 
and all its contents would very probably in a 
few minutes be erased from the face of the 
earth. By the active exertions principally 
of the Knight of Kerry, the fire was soon 
after got under. 

From the time the FTench left us to the 
care of Mr. Charost, he and two officers 
under bim messed with the bishop's family, 
where they were^ very welcome, being, un- 
der Providence, their sole protectors in the 
midst of so many perils; Whatever could 

be 
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be effected by vigilance, resolution; and 
conduct for* the safety iof a place confided to 
them, was to a surprising degrbc effected for 
the district of Kilklla by the* three French 
officers, without the support of a single sol- 
dier of their own country ; and that for the 
long. 8pdt$ *' of v twenty-three days, 1 'from the 
first of September to the day of the batde. 
It is natural to Suppose, that in sudi a tract 
<>$ time a tolferable insight riiust have been 
obtained iritQ tlieir characters; ind where 
the part they acted 'Wast of so n*uoh conse-v 
quence, the reader' may expect some de^ 
$criptitfn of them. * • •« 

Lieut. CoL Gharost hjad attained to the 
a^e of five and forty. He was born in 
Paris, the son (as I was told) of a watch- 
maker in that city, who stent him over early 
to some connections in St: Domingo, where 
he was fortunate enough to marry a wife 
with a plantation for her dowry, , which 
yielded him, before the troubles, an income 
of two thousand pounds sterling per an- 
num; By the unhappy war which still deso- 
lates that island, he lost every thing, even, to 

his 
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his. wife 4»4 hi$ oijly rU)4* a daughter,;; jthgjT. 
were taken op,,, their., parage to France,, and 
ten t away >to Jarnaica> . .. ; .1 sfc ^ey es , wpujd < #J 
when . he utold the family* htfiat he. had, *ft 
-Seen these dear, relajiyos !fqr six ycai:s,$Kj$t» 
nqr even ih$d.. .tidings.^ 7 , fhem ; fQp j the . !&* 
three yefii;s. On r<# tu*wg5 t? Esa^e, ^ 
.embj&ced; the nijjitajjy , Jifo, ; at jfir^ wij^f 
loyal pewice., j^rwax^, wbgijj.rth^tig^ 
(changed; in ..that. -oi';^ ccpuhjig, jy^Wft % 
had jns^n; hy ;d«i*$ fhgffces-tfo : )fcliQ ; rajiH%;fl0iy 
-filled, i His ! rc6id§oc£ jr Jja£ J }x}ei)..3t; $flfc|i§Hf 
-with a hrpther,. wrtfowM^iheJjad^aaad 
bed and board till he w^-^lted^.^fef^jly 
three days notice, to go out on the present 
'expedition In ppr&oifc Jie : vafc , string jind 
vigorous* .ipoUning m ty fyt; his .cquiitQiiapqp 
was:chew&l,' &nd o» tjhc whok^pleas^ig, 
notvvithsteftdjpg a hWwish in Qfl¥.$y£i:te 
-had a , pfomy gopd und^standipg, ..wliicji 
served himforajl the u^s that he pytjt 4ft, 
rand he Ijad either no leisure or no ILkhig. tp 
strain it with over labour. Hi^ religion, jbe 
told th$ biahop,; he had ye.t to see£ ; .be^ai^se 
h is fethcr . being a catholic,: : *nd ;hi$ • mother 
protestautt ithey had left hiiji rfche liberty .qf 

choosing 



choofxng for himfelf, and he had never yet 
found time to make the enquiry, which 
however he was fenfible he ought to make, 
and would make at fome time when heaven 
fhould grant him repofe. In the interim j 
he believed in God, was inclined to thinly 
there muft be a future ftate, and was very 
fure that, while he lived in this world, it 
was his duty to do all the good to his fellow 
creatures that he could. The bifhop ofFere4 
a prefent to this half-chriftian of a book 
that might have f^tisfied his doubts, La reli* 
gion naturelle et revelee par V Abbe c £rembla$ \ He 
was thankful; but it is not unlikely the fight 
even of three ftnall volumes frightened him, 
for he never afterwards claimed the promifci 
Yet what he did not exhibit in his own con- 
duft he appeared to refpeft in others \ ,for 
he took care that no noife nor difturbance 
fhould be made in the caftle on Sundays, 
while the family and many proteftants from 
the town were affembled in the library at 
their devotions. 

Boudet, the next in rank to the com* 

naandant, was a captain of foot, a native of 

K Normandy 
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Normandy, 28 years of age. His father, 
he faid, was yet living, though 67 years 
old when he was born. His height was fix 
feet, two inches. In perfon, complexion, 
and gravity he was no inadequate reprefen- 
tion of the Joiight of La Mancha, whofe 
example he followed in a recital of his own 
pro^efs and wonderful exploits, delivered in 
meafured language and an impofing feri-? 
pufnefs of afpe6t. He came to ICillalla from 
the town of Newport-Pratt, which he a£- 
fured us he had taken with his own hand, 
though defended by four Englifh troopers * 
he had gallantly kept the place for three or 
four days, and retired from it only becaufp 
it was aflailed by fifteen horfe — but we 
were not to be furprifed that fo much fhould 
be atchieved by an officer, bred in the EC0I9 
Militaire at Paris to be one of the late king*s 
body-guard, trained from his childhood tq 
arms, a man who had ferved in Flanders 
and on the Rhine, and had more than once 
been obliged to trample on mountains of 
- dead and dying men after a battle. To va- 
nity he added a fault that does not often go 
ftlong with it, pride. He valued himfelf on 

m 
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+ 
&n education fuperior to that of his compi-» 

nions in arms 5 was argumentative, contra- 
di&ious, and irafcible ; fo that his fuperior 
officer found it no eafy matter to maintain 
peace with him. His manner however, 
though diftant, was polite; and he feemed 
to poffefs a more than common ihare of 
feeling, if a judgment might be formed from 
the energy with which he declaimed on the 
miferies of wars and revolutions. His in* 
tegrity and courage appeared junqueftion- 
able. On the whole, when we became fa- 
miliarized to his failings* we faw realbn every 
day to refpedl his virtues* 

, Thfe laft of this trio was named, Ponson* 
a curious contraft in every refpeft to the 
chara&erjuft defcribed. In ftature he did 
not exceed five feet, fix inches; but if the 
body was little, it was alive from head to 
foot. .Navarre gave him birth, the country 
of H«nry IV. andhife merry countenance 
recalled to mind the features of that cele- 
brated monarch, though without the air of 
benevolence difFufed through them ; for this 
monkey feemed to have no great feeling for 

K 2 any 
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any body , but Kimfelf . Wherever he wag, 
his prefence was teftified by a n6ife as loud 
and as pertinacious as that of a corn*creak : 
it was a continued roll of talk, or laughter, 
or whittling. The decencies of polifhed life 
he had probably never known,; or if he 
ha-d, he affe&ed to defpife them. Yet in a 
gloomy hour this eternal rattle had its ufe : 
it more than once kept our fpirits buoyant, 
when terror preffed heavieft. I fhall men- 
tion two inffances. One day a crowd of 
pikemen, clamorous with fomc mfolent de- 
mand upon the commandant, appeared on 
the point of breaking down the caftle-gate. 
The bifhop expreffed his apprehenfions to 
Ponson. r * I will tell you what to do: 1 faid 
he: ' ftep out among them fuddenly, and 
c ' cry Jlop thief y and they will every man of 
« them take to their heels/ The other oc- 
cafion Was that very ferious one, when (as 
(hall be related pnefently) the news of the 
French overthrow had weakened the autho- 
rity of the commandant to that degree, 
that the rebels were deterred from laying 
hands on the Proteftants at Killalla only by 
the bifhop's propofal of fending ambafla- 

dors 
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dots to Caftkbar to obtain good treatment 
for the rebel prifoners there. The bifhop 
and the commandant flood outfide at the 
gate, clofe circled by malecontents $ autho-* 
rity and argument had been tried by turns, 
mutinous whifpers were going round, the 
final iffue of the parley was very uncertain, < 
At this critical moment appeared Ponsou; > 
coming in from the town, with a face ex- 
preffive of horror. c Commandant/ faid he, 
c I have a fhocking piece of news to tell you/ 
What news ? faid the other, who was not in 
a very good humour to liften to any news; 
c I am married/ cried Ponson— c married, 
I give you my oath, to Mifs fuch a one/ 
naming the prettieft girl in the town* € This 
€ here wicked curate* (Mr. Nixon, whom 
he held by the anti) c has tied the knot, be- 
1 fore I could find out what he was about/ 
This ridiculous fally, when explained to the 
by-ftanders, relaxed the features of the 
whole company ; fcowling looks were dropt, 
and peace and mutual agreement fucceed* 
exL > 
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iPotfsoN was hardy, and patienf to dcU 
miration of labour and want of reft, A 
continued watching of five days and nights 
together, when the rebels were growing 
defperate for prey and mifchief, did not hyr 
pear to fink his fpirits in the fmalleft degree* 
He was ready at a moment s notice to fally 
out upon the marauders, whom, if he caught 
them in the fact, he belaboured without 
mercy* and without a fymptom of fear for 
his own fafety. Tied to a fword as long as 
himfelf, and armed with piftols, firelock 
and bayonet, he ftretched himfelf up to view 
till he became terrific — at leaft he frightened 
many a tall peafant moft heartily* He was 
ftrifrly honeft, and could not bear the want 
of this quality in others ; io that his pati- 
ence was pretty well tried by his Irifh allies, 
for whom he could not find names fuflki- 
ently expreffive of contempt. The worft 
part of his chara&er was that which related 
to religion. The commandant reported him 
to be a downright atheift. In his pra&ice 
he went beyond the common herd of the, 
French army, who, though they fhewed no 
defire to join in* worfliip with any people 
3 (a circtim- 
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(a eircumftance frightful to all, and aftonifh- 
ing to the roman catholics) yet refpefred the 
devotions of their neighbours. Ponson 
was a ftouter fmner. The firft time he din- 
ed with the family at the caftle, the bifhop 
obferving him fuddenly to quit the room, 
aflced the commandant what he , meant, 

* You will hardly believe/ faid Charost, 

■ ' that your faying grace to your meat ap- 

* peared to him an a&ion fo very ridiculous, 

* that as he knew it would be ill manners to 
' laugh, he was forced to leave the table till 
c he could fupprefs the emotion/ In fa& the 
bifhop did not believe it, but in his own 
mind attributed the aftion to a more proba- 
ble caufe, vanity, the miferable afFe&ation 
of appearing to be more wicked than he 

jreally was* 

* 

With thefe three Frenchmen was fome 
times joined an officer of theirs from Ballina, 
who bore the title of major O'Keqn. A na- 
tive of our barony of Tyrawley, O'Keon 
jhad received his education for the priefthood 
in France, and had attained to a benefice 
^ffome v^lqe indie church,' when the re* 

volution^ 
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volution, ftripping him at once of profeflion 
iapd livelihood, forced him to become a. fol- 
dier for bread. The common road to a com- 
miflion in the French armies is now, I un- 
derftand, length of fervice in the ranks, 
JBy fervice O'Keon was become either ^ 
ipajor or a captain, for he was called indif^ 
jferently by both names. He was a fat, jolly 
looking man, with a ruddy countenance tftat 
carried nothing forbidding in it, except that 
his black thick eye-brows ran into each 
pther, as they often do in aboriginal Jrifh 
faces. Qf the Englifh tongue he retained 
enough to be quite intelligible ; and feeing 
alio expert ift Jrifh a? well as French, he 
w$s able to render confiderable fervice to hi? 
c^ufe. His connections with this neighbour 
hood (for he had a father and two brothers 
near Ballina, heartily affe&ed to the French) 
induce a ftrong iufpicion of the truth <?f a 
ftory which he gave out when he firft land? 
ed, and. to which he adhered to the la#, that 
his being deftined to this expedition was a» 
^ccjdent, and that the %*adron itfelf, which 
brought him oyer, was intended t& invade* 
$pt &$allat l?«t Donegal. Fjp ow his con* 

w&tioa 
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Variation the bifhop had conceived a good 
opinion of this man. His language breath- 
ed nothing but mildnefs and liberality ; and 
indeed his behaviour was fuitable, for he 
exerted himfelf on all occafions to protedt the 
loyalifts, and frequently with the greateft 
effeft. At one time* particularly, he is faid 
to have prevailed on an armed mob at Bal- 

» 

lina to drop their declared purpofe of march- 
ing to Killalla to have all the proteftants 
there impriforied : it is even added, that he 
turned them back after they had a&ually 
advanced a part of the way. This conduft, 
whether he adopted it from principle or po^ 
licy, contributed more, than his proving 
himfelf to be a naturalized Frenchman, to 
fave his life afterwards on his court-martial 
at Caftlebar. He efcaped with fome diffi- 
culty, with the help of an atteftation in his 
favour from the biftiop among many others, 
and being forbid ever to return to the Britifh 
territories^ he expreffed in Dublin, and 
more lately by letter from Yarmouth, the 
higheft fenfe of his obligations to the Bifhop. 
It is painful to add, that experience and fur- 
ther enquiry into the character of this quon- 

L dam 
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dam prieft has convinced his benefactor , that 
the man was deficient both in morals "and 
common honefty * 

Before Humbert had quitted Killalla a 
perfon, came to him from Ballina of the 
name of Bellew. He was brother to 
do&or Bellew, the titular bifliop of the 
fee, and by his own report was not long 
fince come from abroad to try to recover a 
patrimony, from the poffeffion of which he 
was unjuftly detained by this brother. To 
the loyalifts he protefted, that the pr6fpe£t " 
of being enabled to take vengence on his 
brother was his chief inducement for join- 
ing the French: to general Humbert he 
urged the merit of his military knowledge; 
acquired by eighteen years' fervice under 
the emperor. He was taken by the general 
at his word, and prefently received from: 
him a pompous commiflion to be generalif- 
fimo of all the allies of France, levied and 
to be levied within a diftrift extending from 
Ballina to Weftport. It appeared, in the fe- 

quel, 

* He cheated the bifliop of twelve guineas, and he 
carried off frgm Dublin another man's wife. 
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quel, how little the French regarded their 
own comrniflions to hfifhmenj for this man 
prefently fhewing by his behaviour that he 
was a beaftly drunkard almoft to lunacy, 
Charost turned him out of his office with 
diigrace, in the face of the rebel army, with- 
out waiting for Humbert's orders, and 
gave the charge of the levies to O'Donnel. 
As long as he had any authority, M. le gene- 
ral Bevlew was a- fad nuifance to the peo*- 
pie of Killalla, particularly to the family of 
Mr. Owen Morrison, a worthy and very 
refpeftable proteftant merchant, at whofe 
houfe he chofe to take up his quarters. Ho 
there lived as in a conquered country,, ex- 
torting by threats from his hofts whatever, 
he wanted, even to wearing .apparel, get- 
ting drflnk continually, lighting his pipe 
with paper torn from the walls of- hi* 
apartment, and laying a heavy tax on 
the fight and fmell of every body that 
approached him, being to the laft degree 
filthy in his perfon, and eaten up with 
the itch. When he got any frefh cloth- 
ing, his pra&ice was to put it over the 
old habiliments 5 fo that he wore two or 

L 2 three 
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three fhirts, and a pair of fatin fmall clothes, 
of Mr, Morrison's, when he was hanged. 
For to this cataftrophe the wretched creature 
defervedly came at laft, He was taken at 
the battle of Killalja, tried by the court* 
martial, and executed two 4ays after in the 
bifhop's demefne f 

Bad as the (ituatlon of the owners of the 
cafrle during their captivity appeared to be, 
it muft be confeifed it was in many refpeftg 
far better than that of the town's people t 
The caftle, being head-quarters, was regu-; 
larly fuppHed with provifion?, drawn froin 
the plunder of the country $ $nd the pre- 
fence of the French officers, added to tliQ 
large family always refident in it, left little 
room for intruders from the rebel army t 
in the town the cafe was different. There 
a fcarcity next to famine fopn appeared ; ra- 
pine, the only fource of fubfiftence, often 
failed of fuccefsj every petty fellow, who 
could by theft of violence proyide himfelf 
with a fword and a cafe of piftols, imme- 
diately took the name and authority qf an 
pfficer, and lived (efpeciaUy in proteftarit 

houfes., 
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Jioufcs, which were almoft the only decent 
pnes) at his diicretion. Perfonai injuries in- 
deed were rare, bpcavife the municipal pow- 
er was always at hand to reftrain or pn- 
nifh them: but inlblence and avarice 
had their full fwing. In popular commo- 
tions it has generally been obferved, that 
natural talents go but a little way to pro- 
cure influence j the leader of a mob is al- 
moft invariably the man that outgoes all the 
reft in . wicjtednefs and audacity. An ex- 
ample, in proof of . this obfervation, oc-* 
curred on the morning pf the fixth of Sep^ 
tember, 

The caftle family were aflembUd at tea, 
2nd Mrs. Stock and the commandant 
^mufing themfelves (as well as they could 
with two feparate languages) at a party of 
piquet* when word was brought that a 
Mr. GpopwiN, a proteftant of the town, 
had juft been fent to prifon by Major Fla- 
nagan without a fliadow of reaibn, avid* 
that he miift remain in cuftody till the 
morning, unlefs the commandant would 
come to his aid* This pretended major was 

a drunken 
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a drunken daring wretch, who had kept an 
ale-houfe at Killalla, and was but lately re- 
turned from the jail of Caftlebar, where he 
had been confined on a charge of treafon, 
and narrowly efcaped tranfportatibn. The 
company rofe, and the gentlemen accompa- 
nied the commandant to the fcerie of dip 
turbance, Mr. Morrison's houfe, the bi- 
fhop himfelf thinking the occafion of that 
nature as to demand forne rifk of his bwn 
perfon. At the door, where a great crowd 
had affembled, they found Flanagan tin 
horfebacky drunk and very noify. The 
commandant, by his interpreter th6 bifhop, 
afked the man his authority for committing 
people to prifon, commanded him to go and 
difcharge his prifoner* and was anfwered 
faucily, that he would not let Goodwin 
ftir from the Prevot that night, let who 
would order it. It was a very ferious cjifis. 
There was juft light enough to difcern' in the 
faces of the furrounding multitude a doiibt^ 
a wavering between the two contending par- 
tus, which would probably be decided in 
favour of that which flood firmefl: to ' its 
point. Bellew, the mock general, took. 

the 
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the part of his fellow drunkard, entreating 
him in a wheedling tone to give a promife, 
that he would fet the prifoner at liberty in 
the' morning. Moll of the fpeft&tors were 
armed. Had a ipirit of mifchief prompted 
any one of them to raife his weapon againft 
the commandant and his company, a general 
maflacre and anarchy would moft probably 

have followed. Charost was fenfible that 

* ... * 

all depended on fteadinefs. With, a ftrong 
and "firm tone he commanded Flanagan 
to quit "his horfe. The culprit, looking 
xoundl for help, and feeing none, obeyed- 
He was then deliberately ftript by the com- 
mandant himfelf of his piftols and fword, 
and put under arrefl for difobeying the or- 
ders of his fuperior officer, when he was 
firft IpQken to. The place of his confine- 
ment, it was fuppofed, would, for that 
night at leaft, be the houfe near which they 
were ftanding, and already Flanagak's 
comrades, under a {hew of rcfpe£l for the 
arreft, were leading him into Mr. Morri- 
son's, when the bifhop haftily interpofing; 
cried out to the commandant not to let 'him 
go. The hint was taken, for the fellow 

would 
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would furely have been liberated as foot! £4 
we had turned our backs- Charost took 
his arm, the tall Norman marched before 
him, Ponson ftrutted behind, fupported. 
by the caftle gentry, and the proceflion ar- 
rived without let or moleftation at the guard-* 
room by the caftle gate, where the mutineer, 
was ordered to take up his quarters for the 
night. The crowd then difperfed * Good- 
win was fet at liberty; and after a two 
hour's confinement "Mr. Toby Flanagan 
was allowed to go about his bufinefs, di- 
verted of his borrowed authority* together* 
with the enfigns of it, his fword and piftols, 
which the commandant would never after- 
wards fuffer him to refume. The bifhop 
met him at times in the ftreet, and was cer- 
tain from his fcowling vifage that he medi- 
tated revenge. Indeed he had at all times 
an uncommon wickednefs in his eyes, 
which, though dark and piercing, he was 
unable to fix fteadily upon an honeft man. 
His death therefore, on the day of Killalla, 
was the only one at the news of which the 
whole town feemed to concur in rejoicing i 
iior was the manner of it diflimilar from 
8 his 
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his life, He. had fled from the battle into a 
houfe in the town, where he knew he 
had no chance of being long hid froni 
his purfuer-s So he joined a party of the 
vidtors as they were in full chace after the 
rebels, crying out ' that l^e would be their 
c guide to the wicked croppies/ till coming 
to a place where two paflages met, he point- 
ed out one of them to the foldiers, and 
threw himfelf headlong into the other. 
€ That's a croppie himfelf,' exclaimed with 
an oath a Fraser fencible, who had kept 
his eyes upon him$ and on the inftant he 
fent a ball after the wily fugitive, which 
terminated all his pranks at once. 

On the feventh of September, an obfeure 
. report arrived at .Killalla of the a&ion at 
Colooney, fought on the fifth, which was 
faid to have ended in favour of the French. 
It was added, that Lord Cornwallis was 
advancing in perfon* to ftop their progrefs, 
at the head of more than 2o,coo men. The 
ftory wrought the effe&s that might be ex- 
pe&ed. The popiih inhabitants became 
mad with apprehenfions from their Protef* 
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tant brethren, on whom they feemed every 
moment on the very point of laying violent 
hands. The pretext was ftill the fame, 
that the French officers were trading 
Orangemen with the implements of def- 
tru£tion. Mr. John Bourke, of Summer- 
hill, about two miles from Killalla, a pro- 
teftant of good property, was (I believe) 
the only gentleman in the barony capable 
of bearing arms, who had notjoinded fbme 
yeoman corps, nor been carried away from 
his houfe and farm to a6l againft the enemy. 
He was at Sligo when he heard of the in- 
vafion, from which town he haftened away 
to his own houfe, and immediately fet about 
the defence of it with great fpirit and pru- 
dence. He bricked up the windows in the 
ground-floor together with the door in 
front, put arms into the hands of four or 
five people whom he could truft, plied them 
well with food and wifkey, and thus for- 
tified, he challenged the marauders of the 
country to do their worft. Ammunition 
however was likely to fail him, and in queft 
of this he found himfelf obliged to come to 
Killalla, Through the bifhop he reprefent- 

ed 
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cd his perilous fituation to the commandant ; 
that his houfe flood fingle, in conftant dan- 
ger of pillage, but that he would trou- 
ble no body for affiftance, if he might only 
have a grant from the French of powder 
and ball to arm his own people. Charost 
approved of the young man's fpirit, and 
ordered him a fmall calk of powdtr imme- 
diately. Mr. Bourke had at firft enter- 
tained thoughts of afting as one of the mu- 
nicipal officers appointed to keep the peace, in 
the hope thereby of prote6ting his own pro- 
perty 5 but he dropt the projeft, on finding 
that he was not likely to be elefted by his 
neighbours, and now confined his attention 
to the getting home fafely the prefent he 
had received of gunpowder. This however 
he was quite unable to accomplifh. A fu- 
rious clamour was raifed at the caftle gate, 
as fopn as the powder-cafk was obferved 
qn the car ; . remonftrance was followed by 
threatening, the caf was ftopt, and Mr. 
Bourke was forced to refign what with fo 
much hazard of his perfon in coming to 
Killalla he had obtained. 

M 2 Satiarday 
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Saturday Sept. 8, (a day memorable for 
the viftory at Ballinamuck) exhibited to the 
town of Killalla a new fiibjeft of alarm and 
terror. Hitherto it had been, to fuch as 
had any thing to lofe, matter of comfort to 
obferve, how aukwardly the armed peafants 
handled their firelocks, and how flow a 
progrefs they were making in the arts of 
definition. This day, for the firft • time, 
pikes began to be talked of, inftead of mu£- 
quets. An officer of the rebels, one of the 
'very few among them who feemed to have a- 
head for mifchief as well as a heart, figni- 
fied to the commandant (ftill by the bifhop, 
who made it a point to interpret faithfully, 
even where the matter of difcourfe made 
him fhudder) that the friends of liberty, 
feeing the fire-arms were all diftributed, 
and that they were not thought worthy of 
being trufted with the ammunition brought 
from France, had come to a refolution of 
forming a ftrong body of pikemen, who, 
they trufted, would be found capable of do- 
ing at leaft as much execution on the enemy 
as any of their fellows. They therefore de- 
fired permiifion to feize upon all [the iron 
10 they 



they could find in the ftores of Mr. Kirk-, 
wood, or elfewhere, to fabricate pike- 
heads. 

Charost Uked the propofal almoft as lit- 
tle as the bifhop did. As a foldier, he de- 
lpifed the fervice. of pike-men againft regular 
troopsr; &s a man, hie hated the ufe to which 
thefe weapons might be applied by the robber 
and the murderer. But it was not his place 
to throw obftacles in the way of any offer to 
advance the common caufe. He contented 
himfelf therefore with applauding the zeal of 
the people, who, he faid, fhould have leave to 
ufe Mr. Kii^kwood's iron, as foon as there 
was an abfolute need of making free with 
that gentleman's property* but advifed th§m 
to try firft whether they could not get iron 
enough in an honeft way, by converting into 
pike-heads what they had at home of that 
material, their own forks and other imple- 
ments of hufbandry. The anfwer was taken 
in good part, and faved the ftores for tlie 
prefenk But as pikes were not forbidden, 
all the fmiths and carpenters were prefently 
Jet to work at making them, and every 
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thief was bufy in fupplying materials for 
them. Pitch-forks were lawful prize from 
that day forth j and young trees were more 
becoming as pike-handles in the grafp of a 
lover of liberty, than as ornaments to a 
gentleman's farm. In a fhort time a body 
of pike-men was raifed, under the direflion 
of the officer above-mentioned, which re- 
ceiving daily acceffions of numbers, became 
the more formidable to peaceful people, be- 
caufe they carried their weapons every where, 
did no regular military duty, and. mixed in- 
every tumultuous affembly with a fuperior. 
aptnefs for mifchief. 

Precarious as , the flate of things at this 
time evidently was, it created furprize ta 
obferve, that the country folk had the hardi-i 
nefs to continue bringing their goods to the 
market, where they found a ready fale, 
Charost availed himfelf of his power, on- 
ly to take the weightier articles of provifion y 
from the lower clafs of people he drew little 
or nothing without paying for it. Of courfe, 
what ready money he had brought with 
him, which did not exceed forty louis> was 
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foon expended. The other officers were 
poorer than himfelf, and their pay from 
home was not to be looked for. In this exi- 
gency there was no refource, but in a re- 
quifition of rtioney from the diftrift, which 
enjoyed the benefit of the French protec- 
tion. The bifhop Was applied to for a lift of 
names of perfons moft competent to contri- 
biite. His anfwer Was, that he faw no ob- 
jection, either to the demand itfelf, or the 
quantum, which was fifty guineas, and that 
he fhould himfelf pay one-fifth of the con- 
tribution ; but he defired to be excufed from 
the bufinefs of affeffing the other inhabi- 
tants, as he was too new a comer to be ac- 
quainted with their circumftances. Mr. 
'Devitt, their new magiftrate, occurred 
as the perfon moft likely to execute the bu- 
finefs for them. Prefently comes a trans- 
lated letter from the commandant to the 
citizen magiftrate Devitt, inviting him 
c to entreat the town and diftrift of Kil- 
c lalla to fliew, by their contributions 
c their zeal for the glorious caufe of the 
c people. Some had come forward already 
* with prefents of money ; and the writer 

< doubted 



88 

€ doubted not, but many would be ready to 
c imitate the good example. An exaft re- 
€ gifter fhould be kept of the names and 
' the firms fubfcribed, and the French go- 
€ vernment ,only aiked it under the name of 
* a loan.' With fome delay and grumbling 
the fum was raifed at laft, a good part of 
which remained in the hands of Mrs, Stock, 
till it proved a feafonable fupply to Cha- 
rost and his companions, when they were 
ordered away to Dublin. 

About this time O'Donnell, the young 
man mentioned above as having helped to 
proteft Mr. Kirkwood, in Erris, came to 
Killalla, with no other view, as he pretend- 
ed, than tp offer his fervices in preferring 
the peace of the town by exerting , his influ- 
ence over the mountaineers of his . own 
diftrifr. To. this objeft he feemed for fome 
time to confine his attention, and gained fo 
upon the commandant by an appearance of 
fenfe and activity, that he was prefently ap- 
pointed to the office of town-major, with 
a command over the nightly watch. It is 
poffible, he did not mean at firft to accept 
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any military coipmiffion from the French; 
but having a large fhare of vanity in his 
compofition, and feeling himfelf grow into 
confequence among the rebels by comparifon 
yrith their drunken general Bellew, he 
afpired to his place, and in fa£t (though 
never formally) fucceeded to it, after the 
other was turned out. Charost had more 
than once occafion, in the fequel, to repent of 
having placed a confidence m this man be- 
fore he had time to know his charadter. 
The airs the young jackanapes gave himfelf 
became every day more troubiefome. On 
pretence that he muft have a bed at the caf- 
tle to take the orders of the commandant in 
cafe of any difturbance at night, he took 
to himfelf one of the bed-chambers of the 
middle floor, from which it was not pofli- 
ble afterwards to diflodge him; and this 
apartment he was pleafed to diftinguifti by 
the name of bis room, His next attempt 
was to be admitted to mefs with the fa- 
mily s but here he failed of fuccefs. The 
bifhop, difgufted with his forwardnefs and 
vulgar manners, avoided as much as he 
Spuld all intercourfc with him, and when 
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he did afk him to fit down at his table (a* 
at times he could fcarcely help doing fd 
without rudenefs) it was evidently the refuK 
of conftraint; fo that Mr. O'Donnel kept 
himfelf at a diftance for the moft part, but 
complained much of the ingratitude with 
which he was treated, after his great fervices 
in protecting the bifhop and his family* 
The prefence of fuch a lodger taught the 
people at the caftle to feel for the fituation 
of their neighbours of the town, annoyed, 
as thtfy were known to be, by company of 
a ftill coarfer mold. Day and night the 
ftair-cafe was infefted with O'Donnel's 
levee, either with drunken boors from Erris, 
or his own kinsfolk the Macgujres of 
Crofmalina, the principal of whom was a 
brewer of fome fubftance, who for his good 
fervices- to France, by engaging himfelf and 
three or four fons in this rebellion, has 
lately been requited with a halter. His 
Ions, ftrong brutes without mind or man- 
ners, but by aid of pillage provided with 
good clothes and arms, were back and for- 
ward at Killalla, concerting mealures with 
their coufm O'Donnel, and indeed help*. 

ing 



ing to make him lefs odious, when his beha- 
viour was viewed in companion with theirs. 
•One of the Macguires* under colour of 

» 

delivering a meflage to the commandant, 
had the infolence one day to thruft him- 
felf into the dining parlour, while the family 
were at dinner* and feemedto enjoy the 
alarm which his faucy countenance, his 
fword and pifiols, occafioned among the 
ladies. The commandant inftantly ordered 
him to leave the room, with a fharp re- 
buke for his prefumption, declaring £t the 
fame time, that there were two hours of 
the twenty-four which he would not fuffer 
to be wrefted from him by any bufinefs 
whatfoeven Another of thefe three youths^ 
Roger Macguire, carried himfelf with 
fo much, impertinence in his embafly tt 
Caftlebar (to be mentioned prefently) a? 
would have drawn deftru&ion on his own 
head, if the fafety of better people had 
not happened at that time to be included 
in his.- 

r 

, Difagreeable as an inmate, O'Donnej, 
was not however without merit, as an Offi- 
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cet, and a guardian of the public peace. 
"His fiift exertions were direfted to prevent- 
ing wafte by the unneceffary flaughter of 
beafts. To fupply the rebel camp, ftieep 
and oxen had been driven in daily in fuch 
numbers, and with fo little attention to 
economy, that as there was very little fait to 
be had, and the weather was rather warm, 
it was found neceflary to bury many joints 
of frefh meat in the earth to prevent an 
infe&ion. Of this abufe the commandant 
and the bifhop were eye-witnefles one 
morning, being led to a back-yard in the 
town where lay the carcafes of half a dozen 
bullocks juft killed. O'Donnel received 
orders to lay before the ma£iftrate, Devitt* 
regular accounts of what frefh meat would 
be wanted by the troops on permanent du- 
ty. The magistrate was to iflue a requifi- 
tion for the fupply demanded, fending a 
guard to take fo much from the farmers, 
and no more. The beafts were to be taken 
to one particular fpot, appointed for killing 
them: and proclamation was made, that 
any perfon, caught in driving and killing, 
without a written order from the magif- 
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trate, (hoxild be inftantly fhot. By the vi- 
gilance of O'Donnel the order was toler- 
ably well obeyed, though the corifumption 
after all was certainly very great. 

* 

It was a novel fituation to the bifhop to 
be forced to fubfift on plunder, both of 
meat and drink. The choiceft beef and 
mutton from grazing grounds that feed the 
boaft of the markets of Dublin, excellent 
vsjines and fpirits extracted from the cellars 
of his very good friends the neighbouring 
gentry, made their vifits in due order at the 
caftle, and were received, at firft with groans 
and lamentations over the times, and at laft 
with great equanimity, as a misfortune that 
could not be helped. At times, the com- 
pany at the caftle even felt a difpofition to 
be merry on the arrival of one of thefe fe- 
lonious cargoes. Some bottles of excellent 
hock, drawn from the cellars of the right 
hon. colonel King, at Ballina, came as a 
.prefent from the French officer there to 
M. Cuarost. The wine on trial was 
found fo good, that confeience began to 
mutter at the fin of aflifting in the robbery 

of 



94 

of fa hofpitable a gentleman" as the owner 
muft have been, unle£ he Aight be proved 
guilty of fome crime. He was therefore 
formally indi&ed for kyalty> for an ohfH- 
nate adherence to his fovereign, and to the 
conftitution under which he was born. The 
charge was eafily proved* as colonel King 
was then juft recovering from a fhot through 
the body, which he had received at the bat* 
tie of New Rofs, fighting itoutly at the head 
of his regiment againft the United Irifhmeji, 
the meritorious allies of France, and lovers 
of revolution. Of courfe he was pronounced 
guilty with acclamations, and his wine was 
confiscated without a diflenting voice. , 

The confufion of the times had unavoid- 
ably fufpended the exercife of public wor- 
fliip by the members of the eftablifhed 
church. On the Lord's day* a conquerable 
number from the town ufed to venture into 
the caftle to join the family there at devo- 
tions, offered up with a ferioufnefs and fer- 
vency fuitable to the prefent diftrefs. The 
worthy minifter of the parifhj dean Thomp- 
son,, went through the church fervice, af- 
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fiftcd by his curate; the bifhop preachcdL 
We all found by experience, both lay and 
clergy, the truth of the pfalrrilft's declara- 
tion, It is good for me that I hatie been in afflic- 
tion. Happy, if we fhall be enabled by the 
divine, aid, through the varying fcenes of 
our future life, to retain the good feelings, 
and pra&ice the leffons, which that awful 
period imprefled upon us ! Prayers were of- 
fering at the caftle on the 9th of September, 
when the congregation was alarmed by hear- 
ing the found of the cathedral belL On 
enquiry it was found, that Mr. O'DonmEi; 
had taken the key of the church out of the 
(exton's houfe, and ordered the bell to be 
rung for the purpofe of calling his Roman 
catholic followers to mafs in the houfe of 
Mr. Morrison, a proteftant merchant, who 
with his family was forced to witnefs the 
ceremony. The bifhop was determined not 
to overlook fuch an enchroachment. He 
went, immediately after divine fervice, to 
O'DotfNEL, expoftuiated calmly with him 
on an a&ion which rnuft awake the jealoufy 
of -the eftabliihed church for the iafety of 
what the law had put into their hands, and 
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in conclufion defirad he would return the key> 
and for the future give up all thought of 
ufing the Church bell. With this demand 
O'Donnbl, apparently foftened by the 
manner in which it was urged, complied; 
nor was any attempt afterwards aftually, 
made on the cathedral by the Rotnanifts, 
though in the camp they often exprefled a 
refolution to feize upon it. The prefence of 
the French always reftrained them. 

Indeed the contraft with regard to religi- 
ous ientiments, between the French and 
their Irifh allies, was extremely curious. The 
atheift defpifed and affronted the bigot ; but 
the wonder was, how the zealous papift 
fhould come to any terms of agreement with 
a fet of men, who boafted openly in our 
hearing, c that they had juft driven Mr. 
* Pope out of Italy, and did not expeft to 
1 find him again fo fuddenly in Ireland/ It 
aftonifhed the French officers to hear the re- 
cruits, when they offered their fervice, de- 
clare, € that they were come to t^« srms 
c for France, and the blejfed Virgin! The 
conduct of the feveral priefts, who enga|p4 
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In the fame tfeafohable enterpriie* Was yet 
friore furprifing than that of their people* 
No fet of men could be treated with more 
apparent marks of difiike y and even con* 
tempt, than thefe were by * the French > 
though againft the plaineft: fuggeftions of 
polip y, which recommended attention td 
them/ both as having an influence over th&t 
flocks, and as ufeful interpreters, moft of 
them (from their foreign education) being 
Able to fpeak a little French. Yet the com- 
mandant would not fruit fo their interprets-* 
tion : if he wanted to*know the truth j he 
waited till he could fee the bifhop. A 
hare-brained prieft of the name of Sweeny* 
bad efcaped along with BoAbet from New- 
port, when it was retakeftf, £ppf ehenfivte of 
the punifhment which afterwards overtook 
the poor wretch for the aftivd part he had 
adopted in exciting his pariflisontrs to t ebefc 
lion. The man had a fmattering of fcience, 
particularly in the antiquities of his coun- 
try, of which he feemed to be pafltohately 
fond; On being introduced by Boudet to? 
the commandant, he* preferred art humfele 
*eq«eft to that officer, tfoat whfcrea* every 
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thing lately belonging to the proteftants 
muft now be French property, and inafmuch 
as foldiers were not ufually covetous of 
books, he fhould be extremely obliged to 
M. Charost if he would niake him a pre- 
fent of the bifhop of Killalla's library. * The 
c bifhop's library,' anfwered Charost, turn- 
ing from him with contempt, c is juft as 
* much his own how, as ever it was.' 



What powerful- motive could prevail on 
this order of men to lend their hearts and 
hands to a revolution, which fo manifeftly 
threatened to overwhelm their own credit 
and confequence, fuppofmg even that they 
were indifferent to the fate of that religion 
of which they profeffed themfclves to be 
the cenfecrated minifters ? I will tell the 
reader what I conceive to be the true key to 
this myftery, if I may have his pardon for 
the digreflion. 

The almoft total dependence of the Romifh 
clergy of Ireland upon their people for the 
means of fubfiftence is the caufe, accord- 
ing to my beft judgment, why upon every. 
• * popular 
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popular commotion many priefts of that 
communion have been, and until mea- 
fures of better policy are adopted, always 
will be found in the ranks of fedition and 
oppofition to the eftablifhed government. 
The peafant will love a revolution, becaufe 
he feels the weight of poverty, and has not 
often the fenfe to perceive that a change 
of mailers may render it heavier : the prieft 
muft follow the impulfe of the popular 

% wave,' or be left behind on the beach* to 
perilh. There was a time, indeed, when 
fuperftition was of force to uphold the ere* 
dit and revenues of the church of Rome, 
even where convulfions fhook to pieces the 
fabric of civil government. But the reign 
of fuperftition is either paft, or paffing : at 

• kaft if it holds the mind of the believer, it is 
not, by many degrees, fo efFe&ual as for- 
merly to open his purfe. Holy oil, and in- 
dulgences, and abfolutions, have fallen very 
much in their price ; confeflions are, compa- 
ratively fpeaking, unproduftive ; and even 
the golden mine of purgatory feems to be 
running to a thread. Voluntary contribu- 
tion, th$ main refource of the prieft, muft 
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depend on his popularity. * Live with me*- 
*■ and live as I do. Opprefs me nqt with, 
• fuperior learning \ or refinement. Take 
f thankfully . \yhat I cbqofe to give you, and 
c earn \% by compliance with my political* 
c creed and cqndi^cV— fuch, when juftly - 
tranflated, is the language of the- Infh cot-: 
tager to his prieft. It is language, which 
will be liftened to in proportion tq the exit 
gency qf the ?afe ? A fturdy mpralift will 
(Jo his duty in defpite of penury: admira-? 
ble^ and not to be looked for among, the* 
common h$r4 of mankind, is the virtue,, 
which can withftand the menace of abfolute 
want of bread. The 4 remedy for this defeft 
in the prefent political fyftem of Ireland 
fhould fegm to be as eafy, as it is obvious,, 
But it is not for a private individual to fug-, 
g^ft to, oui- enlightened legiflature either the- 
time or tl«? meafure, iji which fuch a remedy, 
ought to t>e applied. 



Although the ^athe^ral church of Killall^ 

efcaped violence in the manner related* 

there was fcarcely another proteftant place of 

worfhip thrpughout {he united cliocefes, that 
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{lid not quickly bear evident marks of the 
religious intolerance of :the rebels. B\it 
their malice was principally directed againft * 
a prefbyterian meeting-houfe between Kil- 
Jalla and Balling, the only one of the kind, 
J believe, in the county. It had lately been 
fitted up and decently ornamented by the 
unwearied exertions of the minifter, tlie 
Jtev. Mr. Marshall, whofe exemplary 
chara6ler had entitled him to fo much ref- 
peft, that all his proteftant neighbours with- 
out diftinftion had contributed to give him 
a handfome place of worfhip. In a very 
{hart time after the commencement of the 
rebellion, nothing remained of the meeting- 
houfe except the walls. The congregation 
experienced no better treatment than their 
temple. They were a colony of very in- 
duftrious weavers from the North, tranflated 
hither fbme years back by the Earl of Ar- 
raV, to a village of his, called Mullifarragh* 
^here they had flourifhed fo much, that they 
were grown rich, and had encreafed to the 
jiumber of a thoufand perfons. The name 
pf Orangemen had but juft begun to be 
heard of in Coif naught 3 and much it were 
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to be wifhed, that no fuch fociety had cvef 
appeared among us, to furnifh to the Ro- 
manifts too plaufible a pretext for alarm and 
hoftility againft their proteftant brethren. ' 
The bifhop had oppofed their eftablifhment 
with all his might. On the very day when 
the inyafion happened, he was bufied in • 
entering a proteft, in his primary vifitation 
charge, againft the firft fentence of the oath 
by which Orangemen are united together, 
c I am not a Roman catholic/ The words 
founded in his ears too like thofe in the 
prophet* Stand off, I am holier than thou\ 
and aflfuredly they are not calculated to con- 
ciliate. The fociety had originated in the 
lame northern county, which fome years 
before had difgraced itfelf by an infamy n^w 
to proteftants, an adlual expulfion of Ro- 
man catholics from their homes. The per- 
petrators of this lawlefs deed were fuppofed * 
to be chiefly prefbyterians ; and now upon * 
the unoffending people of that perfuafion 
in Con naught were to be retaliated the in- 
juries done to the Romanifts in Ulfter. The 
village of Mullifarragh, on pretence a of fearch- 
$ng fox arms, was ranfacked in three noc* 
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turtial invasions of the rebels, till there was 
nothing left in it worth carrying away; 
and this in defiance of a proteftion under 
the hand of the commandant, obtained for 
them and their paftor by the bilhop, The 
podr fufferers came in tears to M. Cha- 
rost, to 'return him a proteftion which 
had done them no good. It fhocked him 
very much. Often did he whifper the 
Hftiop, that no confideration fhould prevail 
on him as:ain to truft himfelf to fuch a 
horde of favages as the Irtfh. 

The cloud of common fuffering makes 
the features of diftin£tion between proteft- 
aiits, in the matter of religion, appear as no- 
thing. Mr. Marshall, having loft his 
own chapel, readily and devoutly joined 
us in our worfhip. Service being ended, 
he informed us, that the people of Sligo, 
after a fmart action or two at ColQoney on 
the preceding Thurfday, had fucceeded in 
turning the French from their own town 
towards the county of Leitrim, where it 
was prpbable they would meet a force from 
Emiifkillen and Dublin, that would be able 
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to give a good account of them. Catflebaf * 
Newport-Pratt, and Weftport,* he affured 
us, were recovered, and nothing remained 
in the hands of the enemy but our town 

and Ballina. The joy of this news was 
prefently dafhed with the reflexion, that 
if the French fhould pufh on, and be de- 
feated at length in fome place far removed 
from us, we muft be left, abfolutely defti- 
tute of defence, at the mercy of rebels irri-> 
tated by defpair, and for a Ipace of time 
quite fufficient to accompliih our deftruc- 
tion. The danger was felt and acknow- 
ledged 5 but as we could not by our own 
forefight or prudence avert it, we caft our-* 
felves for the event on the good pleafure 
of Him, who knew beft what was fitting 
for us* „ 

Mr* Marshall was the bearer thid 
morning, Sept. 9, of a frefh complaint from 
his people at Mullifarragh : they had not only 
been robbed of their goods, but a Confides 
able number of them had been carried prly 
loners to Ballina for the alledged crime of 
being Orangemen, where "by permiffibn of 

the 
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the .French officer Iruc they remained 
clofe prifoners with fcarcely any thing for 
their fupport* This behaviour of Truc 
much difpleafed the commandant, as he had 
flr?dtly charged that officer not to liftcn to 
accusations on a religious account* nor fuf- 
fer any perfon to be confined for them. 
He thought it incumbent, on him there- 
fore to go immediately to Ballina to redtify 
matters there, and enforce a better execu- 
t;on of his orders, which he did, taking 
Ponson along with him. The bufinefs 
employed him the whole day, as he had 
above fixty prifoners to examine and dif- 
, charge. During his abfence, the loyalifts at 
Killalla had not ;been very eafy in their 
minds,, committed as they were to the pro- 
tection of M. Boudet only, and on the 
day of the week when danger was molt to 
be apprehended* from the confluence of 
people out of the country to their prayers. 

Nothing, however, of an unpleafant na- 
ture occurred this or the two following 
days, except the ufual annoyance from lies 
of the approach of an enemy, fabricated 
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by rhc rebels to colour their importunity for 
ammunition. Seven hundred and fifty re- 
cruits were Coilnted before the caftle gate 
on the nth, who came to offer their fer- 
vices for retaking the neighbouring towns 
that had returned tb their allegiance* and 
this, after arms had been delivered out by 
the French, as I mentioned before, to up- 
wards of five thoufand. The population in 
the mountainous parts of the county of 
Mayo much exceeds what the country, froitt 
its haggard appearance, would be thought 
capable of fuftaining. Thefe laft recruits 
were extremely urgent to cut down two afh 
groves, planted to fcreen the fee-houfe 
from the winds that blow with fo much 
fury in this climate. F*ikes they mull have, 
they faid, fince they were not fupplied with 
other weapons ; but they paid the bifhop 
the compliment of promifing to fpare his 
trees, if he would only get them leave 
from the commandant to cut down thofe 
that belonged to his neighbour Roger 
Palmer, Efq, or to the agent of that gen- 
tleman, Sir John Edm. Browne, who 
ieemed to be very unpopular among them. 

With 
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With much difficulty, and with the facrifice 
of three or four very good trees, they were 
prevailed upon to defift at that time from 
further mifchief. 

Sept, is and 13, the meffengers of ill 
news poured in upon us continually, an- 
nouncing frefh deprepations on every fide. 
Caftlereagh, the feat of Arthur Knox, 
Efq. (brother in law to the Earl of Meath) 
Caftle Lacken, the property of Sir John 
Palmer, Bart, were broke . open and com- 
pletely rifled. . Mr. John Bourke of Sum- 
inerhilU informed the bifhop by meflage, 
that he was threatened grievoufly, and in 
danger of murder, if he was not fupplied 
prefently with a guard and ammunition ; 
Jie julded in his note, that he had cafh in 
the houfe, which he wifhed to have con- 
veyed to the caftle. A faithful domeftic of 
Mr. Knox's came with tears in his eyes to 
the bifhop to beg he would fend a party of 
men to Caftlereagh, to fnatch up what might 
yet be refcued from the fpoilers, particu- 
larly a quantity of wine, fpirits, and groce- 
ries, which, if they muft be loft to his maf- 

P 2 ter, 



io8 



ter, had better go to the ufe of the garrifqiy 
in the caftle, than to a parcel of ruffians. 

The want of horfes was now felt feverely. 
The bifhop had but one left, which had 
been fent back to him by the French from 
Caftleb'ar. This was difpatched with a car 
to Caftlereagh, together with a party under 
O'Donnel, to bring off what goods he 
could to the caftle. Another horfe was 
found fomewhere, to convey M. Boudet to 
Summerhill ; and as he. could effeft nothing; 
without an interpreter, the bifhop, much 
againfl his will, was obliged to truft his 
eldefl fon with this officer, through a coun- 
try rendered almofl as dangerous as a field 
of battle by the inconfiderate firing of fhots 
by the rebels in all directions. The pair 
walked and rode by turns, and a very uri- 
pleafant fufpence prevailed at the caftle till 
their returji late in the evening. By their 
appearance at Summerhill quiet was for the 
prefent reflored to that place. Boudet 
rendered hdlipiirable teftimony to the fpi- 
rit, with which Mr. Bourke defended his 

property againfl a hoft of marauders. But 

I the 
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the blfhop trembled at the hazard his fon 
Edwin had incurred, when Mr, Bourke 
prevailed on him to be the bearer to the 
caftle of 170 guineas in cafh. 

While this was paffing, all was confufion 
in the lower part of the caftle, by the con- 
dition in which the party returned that had 
gone to Caftlereagh. No expedient for fav- 
ing the wine and fpirits from the unworthy % . 
mouths that were preparing to fwallow 
them appeared to the meflengers to be {o 
ready and efFe&ual, as that of ufing the 
liquors inftantly themfelves. In confe- 
quence, the biftiop's butler returned from 
the expedition pot-valiant, quarrelled with 
the gardener and carter, prefented a blun- 
derbufs at the former, and provoked the 
bifhop himfelf fb much by faucy language, 
that he loft his temper, and almoft knocked 
the fellow down with a box on the ear. 
The commandant interpofing, locked him 
up in his own pantry, and left him to fleep 
there till morning. The man had been an 
. excellent fervant, and it is hoped will con- 
tinue to be fo in a place of lefs temptation. 

But ; 
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iiut the opportunity* of gaining by the arri- 
val of the French was too alluring : he de- 
clared for them immediately, ferved them 
only, to the negletting of his mafter* be- 
trayed the fecrets of the cellar to them, 
talked often like a rebel, and in fhort did 
fuch things, as might have brought his neck 
in queftion, if his mafter had not, after the 
adlion at Killalla, recommended to him a 
fpeedy retreat out of the country. Some 
liquor, the groceries, and a quantity of fur- 
niture, the property of Mr. John Knox^ 
were fafely depofited in the caftle. 

From Caftle Lacken little or nothing 
could be faved. The manner in which this 
manfion, the old family feat of Sir John 
Palmer, was furprifed, is worth defcrib- 
ing. Mr. Waldron, agent to the baronet, 
who rented the houfe, and had a very confi- 
derable property in and about it, had received 
a guard from the French, with which for 
fome days he had been able to protect him- 
felf againft his diforderly neighbours. The 
guards however required guarding as much 
as the reft of their countrymen $ and 9, 

plan 
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plan was concerted, in confequence of 
which the houfe fhould appear to be taken 
by a fudden aflault, in fpite of all oppofi- 
tion. A horfeman came in full galldp 
through the furrounding crowd to the door^ 
announcing himfelf to be an exprefs from 
the bifhop at Killalla. The unwary owner 
unbarred his door, and in an inftant the mob 
without and the guards within threw the 
unfortunate man on the floor, ran over him 
many times, difperfed his affrighted family 
of children and grandchildren, completely 
gutted the houfe, and even carried away 
the flooring, drove off his flock, and in 
fhort did him damage (as he afterwards 
proved to the committee) little fhort of 
3600I. It was truly melancholy to fee a 
whole family, accuflomed to eafe and com- 
fort, arrive the next day at Killalla on foot, 
with nothing faved but the clothes on 
their backs. But this was a fpe&acle, to 
which we had now been too much fami- 
liarized. Mr. Waldron had another houfe 
and farm in the vicinity, which were pre- 
fently after deftroyed in as mercilefs a man- 
ner by the fame favages. 

The 
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The farm-houfe of Mr. John Boyd (a 
worthy man, refpe&able alfo for his fkill as 
a furveyor) though greatly expofed by {land- 
ing fingle at a confiderable diftance from the 
town, was preserved by a circumftance 
that may be reckoned curious, as it fhews 
the light in which the infurgents beheld 
their French allies. Two foldiers of that 
nation, wounded, but not dangeroufly, at 
Caftlebar, were fent to the commandant to 
be put into fome place where they might 
be recovered. Mr. Boyd, by the bifhop s 
advice, offered his own houfe as a quiet 
retreat for the men, who at the fame time, 
from the refpedl paid by the rebels to 
the French, might be a fecurity to* him 
and his family. The offer was accept- 
ed, and proved effe&ual for the purpofe 
intended ; for though gangs of robbers fre- 
quently threatened the houfe, no attack was 
actually made on it, as long as the foreign- 
ers (very well behaved poor fellows) conti- 
nued in it, which was for upwards of a 
fortnight. It coft much exertion afterwards 
to defend the fame houfe to the end of the 
troubles. 

Sept- 
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Sept. 1 2th, in the evening, the light of 
hope began to open on the loyalifts of Kil- 
lalla. Something muft have happened, they 
whifpered one another, to the prejudice of 
the French arms, as an exprefs arrived from 
Ballina, and was fent back in wet and dark- 
nefs almoft immediately: the French offi- 
cers alfo, from that time, looked very 
much deje&ed. Next morning, a prifbner 
was brought in from Ballina, fuppofed to 
be of note, becaufe the commandant wifhed 
the bifhop to be prefent at his examina- 
tion. 

It proved to be William Charles 
Fortescue, Efq. nephew and heir to 
Lord Clermont, and member for the county 
of Louth, a gentleman with whom the 
bifhop had not the honour of being before 
acquainted. The converfation between 
him and M. Charost pafling in the French 
language, and in a low tone of voice, the 
bifhop was on the point of quiting the 
room, when Mr. Fortescue announced 
himfelf |n Englifh to be the brother of the 
' young clergyman already mentioned, as bav- 
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ing received a mortal wound in the. firft 
rencounter with the French. No certain 
intelligence of his death had reached Dub- 
lin ; fo that Mr. F. was infligated by af- 
feftion for an excellent and only brother 
to fet out on horieback for Ballina, attend- 
ed by one fervant, refolved to take hU 
chance, if that town fhould yet be in the 
hands of the rebels, though, when he left 
- the capital* it was believed to have re- 
turned, along with the reft of the county, 
to the king's peace. On his way he bad 
paffed through Granard, juft after the bat- 
tle of Ballinamuck, where he had feen ge- 
neral Humbert and his officers, going as 
prifoners of war to Dublin j and even then 
he had no intimation, that he might not 
proceed without danger as far as BalKna. 
He did not difcover his miftake, till he was 
arretted by a patrole within a fhort diftagce* 
from that town. The commanding officer 
there, M. Truc, with his ufual brutality 
charged him with coming there as a fpy to 
intimidate the friends of. liberty by a falfe 
report of the defeat of their army, detained 
the fervant and baggage, and fent the mat- 
ter 
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tcr to Killalla to be examined by Charost- 
From the defcription Mr. Fortescue 
gave him of the perfbns of the French offi- 
cers, whom he had feen prifoners, the com- 
mandant could have no doubt of the defeat 
of his countrymen, even though he hadoiot 
been furniihed with a more convincing 
proof by the receipt of two letters from 
officers in the French army, fiating the 
capture of their whole force near the iron 
mines in the county of Leitrim, together 
f with the difperfion of the Irifh allies, on the 
Saturday preceding. 

/Thefe letters the commandant made no 
fcruple of imparting to the bifhop, with an 
air. of confidence in his * honour, and his 
difcretion, which was certainly very flat- 
tering. He gave him leave at the fame 
time to difcourfe on the fubjeft with Mr. 
Fortescue, only admonifhing them both 
of the prefent danger of divulging the fe- 
crct. Of fuch a caution in truth they 
flxxxl in very little need : for it was plainly 
the iriterefl: of the foyalifts to obferve the 
Aii&eft filence with regard to the ill pof- 

Q^2 ture 
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ture of the affairs of the rebels, left thefe 
fhould be on their backs before the King's 
army could come to their relief. Mr. For- 
tescue was taking his leave of the com- 
mandant to return to his difagreeable con- 
finement under Truc, when the bifhop in 
Fjrench (that Charost might objeft, if he 
pleafed) invited him to fhare bed' and board 
with them at the caftle, an offer which, 
after fome apologies, was thankfully ac- 
cepted, and Mr. Fortescue's condition, 
though far inferior to that he 'was ufed to* 
became eafy from thenceforth in comparifon 
of what he had endured at Ballina. The 
prefence of this gentleman was of great fer- 
vice in fupporting the fpirits of the com- 
pany at the caftle j for, having attained to 
the rank of major in the army, he pofleffed 
a fteadinefs of mind in danger, and a pru- 
dence, the refult of experience, which of*, 
ten fuggefted the moft falut&ry counfels. 

Concealment of the news from Ballina* 
muck was not long practicable. People who 
had efcaped from the fla{jghter came in 
hourly to offer their fervices to the com r 

mandant* 
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^mandant, though feveral of them carried in 
their perfons evident marks how little they 
had gained by their zeal for the caufe. 
The intelligence did not feem by any means 

.- tb produce on the minds of the rebels the 
effe6t that might naturally have been ex- 
pe£led, their gradual difperfion and return 
to their own homes. On the contrary, the 
refort to the camp in the bifhop's meadows 
grew greater every day, the talk of venge- 
ance on the proteftants was louder and 

, - more frequent, the rebels were drilled regu- 
larly, ammunition was demanded, and every 
.preparation made for an obftinate defence 
againft the arms of their fovereign. Care- 
lefs of the. future, or trufting to the delay 
which muft be occafioned by the diftance of 
the King's army, they thought of nothing 
but living merrily, as long as they might} 
upon the property that lay at their mercy ; 
and they did ufe their power of doing mif- 
chief moft terribly. Spoil was not the 
fole, or even the principal objeft of their 
leaders, fof they deftroyed in every decent 
habitation much more than they carried 
away, Depreflion of the induflrious and 

better 
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better fort, the univerfal levelling of con- 
ditions, in order ta bring on the glorious 
reign of equality, fuch appeared to be the 
wiih of thofe who afpjred at all to the 
praife of thinking, and called themfelves 
republicans: the mob had no prompters but 
hift of pillage and fuperftition. For, that 
enmity to the proteftant religion entered 
into the motives of the devaftation in Con- 
naught, cannot with any fhew of reafon be 
denied, fince it is notorious that, except dur- 
ing the indifcriminate plunder which took 
place at the capture of Caftlebar, very few 
inftances occurred, throughout the province* 
of the houfe or property of a Roman ca^ 
tholic being injured by the rebels. 

Very different from thofe of the ftatives 
were the feelings of the French officers tit 
Killalla, after they were afFured of the rtrifc 
carriage of their enterprife. Conceiving 
their tafk of annoying Britain to be for the 
prefent concluded, and expe&ing fhortly to 
join their brother officers in Dublin, they 
looked to >• nothing but to the preferring 

of 
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of peace and quiet round about th&n, till 
a, regular Englifh force fhould approach, 
to which they might without difcredit ren- 
der themfelves prifoners. They did not 
indeed profefs fo much to the rebels. On 
the contrary, they appeared always ready 
to train the men to arms, and to head them 
in any enterprife they propofed againft the 
common enemy. But at the fame time the 
ooijimaftchmt frequently warned them, that 
he would have no hand in incurfions for 
pillage ; he was chef de brigade, he faid, 
but not chef de brigands ; and if ever he 
catfght them preparing to fpoil and murder 
proteftants, he and his officers fhould fide 
with the proteftants againft them to the very 
laft extremity. He took extraordinary care 
alfo to be provided "againft the worft. 
Twelve good carabines, properly loaded* 
flood always ready in the bed-chamber 
where the three officers flept. Arms were 
diftributed to feven or eight trufty perfons 
of the bifhop's family. A guard of eighteen 
(whom, as I faid, it was necefTary to keep 
fn ' eye upon) watched in and around the 
houfe. The Frenchmen themfelves were 

m 
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extremely alert, allowing themfelves very 
little fleep, and fcarcely any in the night, 
for ten days together. The fteady undif- 
turbed countenance of Charost added 
weight to his preparations. 

The 1 8th of September was a day of 
continual alarm. Reports from the rebel 
camp juft befide us grew flronger than 
ever, that a mutiny was breakup out. 
About three o'clock, as the bifhop and 
commandant were walking in the garden, 
one of the leaders of the rebels came in a 
great huny to affure them, it was the de- 
termined purpofe pf the camp immediately 
to imprifon in the cathedral, every proteft- 
ant as a pledge for their own fecurity, in 
cafe of the arrival of the King's army. 
The man was difmifled with thanks for the 
warning, and defired to tell his country- 
men, c that we were ready for them/ A 
good dinner foon after ftopt their mouths, 
as it ufed to do : for we remarked, that the 
rebels in camp were always moft inclined 
to cabal, and do mifchief, while their din- 
ner was preparing ; when they had been 

regaled 



regaled with beef and mutton, and a mode- 
rate lhare of whifkey, they became good-* 
humoured and tradable* 

On the 19th at noon, they were hungry 
and quarrelfome again. The commandant 
with a guard of thirty men marched about 
the town, proclaiming his orders to the 
men to go to their homes, immediately af- 
ter they had received their allowance of 
beef. While he was thus engaged, a crowd 
gathered about the gate. The armed be* 
gan to murter as well as the unarmed. At 
lafl the bifhop ftept out to them, and afked 
what they wanted. 

They had heard* that many of their kinf- 
men and friends were in clofe confinement 
at Caftlebar s apd if they thought that was 
really the cafe, they could not be blamed 
for wifhing to retaliate on the proteftants 
here. 

Are you fure of the faft N— No. 

R . Why 



122 

. Why then, faid the bifhop, would it 
not be juft and prudent to fend meffengers 
to Caftlebar, whom you could truft for a 
true report, before you proceeed further ? 

i 

Right : but who will go on fuch an er- 
rand ? 

Take one of your own people, replied 
the bifhop, with one of ours, to go imme- 
diately to the commanding officer at Caftle- 
bar. Let them carry a flag of truce, and a 
letter from me to Gen. Trench , (or other: 
officer commanding there) fetting forth our * 
fituation, and our hope that nothing will be 
done to the prifoners at Caftlebar which 
may provoke reprifals on the proteftants at 
Killalla. ..Difperfe now, and you (hall have 
a full and fair ftate of things by to-morrow 
night. Let the perfons to go with the flag 
be dean Thomfon and Mr. Roger Mac- 
guire. 

With the populace half the work of per- 
fuafion is frequently over, when you can 
get J:hem to liften. The bifhop made the 

family 
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family one day merry by relating what he 
hadjuft overheard. Two country fellows 
were difputing and pulling each other by 
the throat in the court yard, when one 
cried tp the other, * Come away to the 

< biihop, he will fettle it for us— he make* 

< us bear one another. 9 

The promifed letter was prefently writ- 
ten, and received with applaufe by the mu~ 
tineers. The choice of ambafladors was 
likewife ratified by general confent; for 
young Macguire was an aftive partizan 
of the rebels, and dean Thompson's cha- 
racter flood high in the estimation of all de- 
fciiptions of people, and his influence at 
Caftlebar, where he had been curate for 
nineteen years, was known to be equal to 
his merit. It was agreed, that the meffen- 
gers fhould fet out for Caftlebar at four the 
next morning, and till they returned, no- 
thing fhould be attempted. 

It was a great exertion for dean Thomp- 
spn to undertake this perilous errand, and 
greater on the part of his wife to confent 
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to it. The mountain road was to be taken 
to Caftlebar,' as the fhorteft; but it was- a 
wild country, fwarming with robbers j 
neither was it at all certain, that the protec- 
tant meffenger would not be arretted on the 
way by the friends of Macguire, who 
might have confehted to the embaffy only 
to get fuch a per fori as the dean into their 
hands. If he was juftly uneafy, his. lady 
was * ftill more to be pitied, encumbered as 
fhe was with the charge of four young chil- 
dren, and far advanced in her pregnancy. * 
But this worthy couple, feeing no meafure 
fb likely as the propofed.one tq refcue them* 
felves and their friends, acquiefced in it 
without a murmur, and committed the iflue 
fo Providence. 

Myfterious are the ways of Divine Provi- 
dence 1 unfathomable the depths of that 

wifdom, 

** 

* Mrs. Thompson's ftrength of affection for her huf- 
band did not efcape the penetration even of a ftranger. 
At dinner, on the day when the dean was employed in 
his dangerous mi&on, Charost whifpered the bifhop : 
' I can fee fear agitating the frame of that poor woman 
• * to the very tips of her fingers/ 
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wifdom, which often concedes a boon, only 
to try us afterwards by withdrawing it! 
Little didft thou forefee, amiable and un- 
happy woman, that the hufband, whofe ef- 
cape from th^t peril tranfported thee with 
(o much joy and gratitude to heaven, fhould 
in the fucceedmg year be torn for ever from 
thee by a fever, contra&ed in the courfe of 
his miniftry by attendance on a lick bed, 
Be comforted, however. His virtues, though 
in the mid feafon of life, had rendered him 
full lipe for the great harveft. Thou haft 
jt in thy power to earn a fplendid reconvr 
pence hereafter by patience, by attention to 
thy fatherlefs offspring ! * 

The night of the 1 9th was paft by almoft 
the entire family at tl^e caftle without fleep. 
fit midnight, as they were going to reft, one 
of the Macguires from Croirnalina burft 
;n upon them with the news, that his troop 

had 

* Dean Thompson died at Caftlebar, Nov. 10th, 
J 799, after ftruggling for a month together, with feveral 
relapfes, under a nervous fever. The deanery i§ valued 
at 500I. per ann. 
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had juft been fired on by the Englifh, who. 
might be expe&ed at Killalla immediately* 
It was not probable, that a regular force 
would be expofed to the chances of an en- 
gagement with fuch a crew in the night; 
but the ftory had the fame effeft as if it 
was true. The houfe was up all night, and 
had the pleafure of liftening to the uproar 
made by the two M acguires, Roger and 
the new comer, in getting moft beaftly 
drunjk in their coulin O'Donnei/s room, 
till the commandant at laft cuffed, and 
turned them both out of doors. In the 
morning the falfe reporter from Croimalina 
flipt home again, rather afhamed of hiriv* 
felf; but his brother, the doughty ambafla- 
dor, could not be found to go on his errand 
till it was near noon. The dean and he 
then fet out on horfeback, well armed with 
fwords and piftols, 

A very troublefome confequence of the 
report brought by Macguire was, that it 
furnifhed a pretence to the pikemen, dif* 
ipHFed the day before by the commandant, 
to return to the town with offers of ferving 

againft 
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agamft the approaching enemy. In two 
hours the camp was faid to nurhber two 
thoufand men. To do them juftice, the 
peafantry never appeared to want animal 
courage, for they flocked together to meet 
danger whenever it was expedled. Had it 
pleafed heaven to be a,s liberal to them of 
brains as of hands, it is not eafy to . fay to 
what length of mifchief they might* have 
proceeded} but they were all along unpro- 
vided with leaders of any ability. Bel- 
lew, their earlieft officer, was a drunken 
brute, to whom nobody paid obedience, 
even befote he was turned out of office by* 
the commandant. Little better, either for 
talent or fobriety, was O'Dowd, a man of 
fbme eftate in the county, and almoft the 
only gentleman that took arms with the re- 
beki for which he paid the forfeit of 
his life at Ballinamuck. Mr. Richard 
Bourke, of Ballina, before mentioned, % had 
fome military knowledge, was a good drill 
ferjeant, firm in combat, and popular; fo 
that he might have done the harm lie wifhed, 
if the habitual ftupefa£tion of drink had 
pot been an overmatch for his malice. 

O'Donnel 
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O'Donnel knew nothing of arms, nor Was 
he likely to learn the profeffion quickly, his 
petulance making him unfit for difcipline* 
infomuch that at one time Charost was 
forced to lay him unddr an arreil for fome 
hours for quitting the neighbourhood, the 
night before j without orders. Yet the vul- 
gar, who cart difcern in others what they 
have not in themfelves, followed this young 
man more readily than any other who pre- 
tended to lead them, becaufe they faw he 
had more fenfe,' more command of himfelf, 
and iriore moderation in the exercife of au- 
tliority. Even the loyalifts at Killalla ac- 
knowledged obligation to him for the induf- 
try with which they faW him exert himfelf 
to prevent pillage, patroling the ftreets on 
horfeback for feveral nights together, and 
witholding both by threats and perfuafioil 
thofe whom he found bent upon mifohief. 

There were times, wften nothing could 
withold them but blows. On the 20th, the . 
houfe of the cuftomhoufe-officer, Mr. Rut- 
ledge was again attacked by a band of % 
rufljans, after it had been three or four 



129 

times ranfacked before. The pretence was, 
that it contained tobacco, an article of 
which the country people are fo fond, that 
they bear the want of it more impatiently 
than that of food. To quell the riot, Pon- 
son was called from a nap he was taking, 
after being up all night. Alone he fell upon 
the whole crew, and aiming a blow at the 
feremoft pillager, brought the fellow to the 
ground-, to his infinite difmay ; but the ef- 
fort bent and broke the bayonet: Yet the 
daftardly aflailants were put to the rout by 
this fpirited exertion, and difperfed. 

Friday morning, the 21ft, brought ano- 
ther diforderly gang to moleft the caftle, 
Thefe cajled themfelves a deputation from 
the camp. They had heard, that Mr. 
Bourke of Summerhill was fully purpofed 
to employ a guard he had received from the 
commandant in harafling the families of his 
poor neighbours, while the heads of them 
were fighting for liberty ; and they were 
come to afk leave; to take him up. ' You 
* may go, if you pleafe,* anfwered Cha- 
rost, * but I will follow you with my offi- 

S * cers, 
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* cers, and fire upon you, if I catch you in 
' the a£t of plundering Summerhill.* The 
affair was compromifed by O'Donnel's go- 
ing over to Summerhill with a letter to Mr. 
Bourke from the comipandant, to warn him 
that he fhould content himfelf with a&ing 
on the defenfive only, as he expe6led to 
have his guard left with him. Mr. Bourke 
needed no fuch warning, for he had never 
trufted the guard within his doors. What 
provoked the commonalty fo much againft 
this gentleman was the thought, that he 
fhould have it to boaft he had fet the whole 
body of United Irifh at defiance for a month 
together. Even O'Donnel did not like to 
give him fuch matter of triumph. 

After breakfaft the fame day, the bifhop 
went into the town with M. Charost, to 
aflift him in ordering a newly-arrived body 
of pikemen to go home to their harveft. It 
was a fervice of danger. About one hun- 
dred ihrly-looking fellows were to be told 
that the commandant had men enough to 
guard the place (which wa§ now his only 
bufinefs here) and did not defire to be 

troubled 
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troubled with a pack of robbers. ChA* 
rost begged his interpreter to fignify this 
to the people in words of command, fuch as 
would leave no doubt or difpute about his 
meaning ; and Ponson, to enforce the or- 
der, purfued the rear of the body with 
his frfelock, with expreflions of contempt 

. -and anger fo ridiculous, as to provoke the 
fmiles of the loyalifts, though plainly con- 
trary to prudence* The pikemen mutter- 
ed threats, as they retired, both againft 

. the proteftants and their abettors, as they 
called the French ; and from that time ac- 
counts came in hourly* that they were re- 
folded hot to difperfe, as they were ordered 
to do, but would choofe new leaders, and 
plunder the town that very evening, in fpite 
of the French and of O'Donnel. They 
feemed to wait only for the return of the 
ambaffadors, whofe arrival was indeed anxi- 
oufly expe6ted by all parties. 

At four o'clock the caftle family had d 
meflage, juft before dinner from an eye- 
- witnefs* that the. king's army were advan- 
cing in great numbers, and by two roads 
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from Cafttebar. They muft be, at; Ballina, 

it was faid, by this time. Dinner was laid 

< ■ ' 

on the table, notwithstanding. In the midft 
of it, in rufhed Thomas Kirk wood, a 
young officer of yeoman cavalry, with 
news that the attack on our front gate was 
commencing by about a fcore of .armed 
men. Such a humber did not frighten us. 
' Stay till they get to a head,' fays 
the commandant. We drank away till they 
had increafed to near fifty. Then the com*- 
mandant took his hat, and marching out 
with his two officers fully armed, he ffcps 
forward to the pikemen, orders them to 
retire from the mufqueteers, divides the 
latter into three platoons, and fets them di- 
re£tiy to go through their exercife. Occu- 
pied for fome time with thefe movements, 
they had not leifure to apply themfelves to 
worfe, and thus were eafily perfuaded at 
laft to difperfe. 

A loud fhout at fix in the evening pro- 
claimed the fafe return of our two ambat- 
fadors. Great was the joy of the whole 
town at the fight of them, when we h'^d 

- begun 
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begtiri to defp&ir of their appearance, at 
lcaft before meaning. They brought back 
a very polite letter to- the bifhop from gene- 
ral Trench, affuring him that his priso- 
ners were, and fhoiild be, treated with all 
poflible tendernefs and humanity. The let- 
ter was jpublicjy read to the multitude, and 
left in their hands. No* difturbance enfued 
that night; but the trepidation was fo great, 
that the caftle could fcarcely contain the 
refugees. Not fewer than fourfcore perfons 
were houfed in it. Nine of thefe, includ- 
ing Mr. Fortescue, flept on the floor of 
the biftiop's ftudy. In their own bed-cham- 
ber the bifhop and his lady were obliged to 
find room for four little children of their 
own, and as many more of a neighbour, to- 
gether with their terrified mother. Fear, 
wie know, is a paffion not much troubled 
with qualms of delicacy. 

Our million to Caftlebar had the effe6l 
that was forefeen and- wifhed. Dean 
Thompson*, though clofely watched by his 
fellow meffenger, as lofig as the latter was 
able to keep himfelf awake, found means to 

have 
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have a private conference with general 
Trench, in which he painted to him the. 
defperate fituatioti of the loyalifts at Kil- 
lalla in fo ftrong a light, that the geflefral 
promifed to march to our relief two days 
fooner than he had purpofed to do, and de- 
fired him to tell the bifhop, but with a 
ftri£t injun&ion of fecrefy, that he might 
expe6t his army by Sunday forenoon. Ar- 
thur Stock fent his father a note, that he 
was very well and happy at Caftlebar, and 
hoped to be with us fhortly. The bi£hop 
{hook his head, as if he doubted much 
whether his fon fhould find us alive. 

In effect the whole interval of time be- 
tween general Trench's promife and its 
completion was a period of keener anxiety, 
than i§ commonly crowded into an equal 
fpace in any man's life. Clamour, and then 
a filence more terrible than clamour, reigned 
by turns in and about the caftlc. Our 
guards caft their eyes upon us with an un- 
certainty truly alarming; they feemed to 
hefitate, whether they ihould plunge th^> 
bayonet in our breads, or fall on their knees 

to 
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to implore our protection. Diverjts ammo- 
rum motibus, pave bant terrebantque * t as the 
Roman hiftorian has ftrongly delineated a 
fituation not unlike ours. 

Early on Saturday morning, the loyalifts 
were defired by the rebels to come Up with 
them to the hill on which the needle-tower 
is built, in order to be eye-witneffes of the 
havock a party of the king's army was 
making, as it advanced towards us from 
Sligo. A train of fire too clearly diftinguifh- 
ed their line of march, flaming up from the 
hbufes of unfortunate peafants. * They 
are only a few cabins,' remarked the biihop ; 
and he had fcarcely uttered the words, when 
he felt the imprudence of them. * A poor 
* man's cabin,' anfwered one of the rebels, 
' is to him as valuable as a palace.' Prefently 
after comes a prieft from Eafky-bridge in 
that country, named Macdonald, with 
intelligence apparently calculated to quiet 
their minds : 4 it was only a few farm- 
€ houfes that had been burned, becaufe they 

* Tacit. Ann. I, 25. By turns^ as their fajjions rolled^ 
they felt terror ^ and inftir edit. 
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f belongfed to noted pillagers.' This he fai,d 
in public ; many believed at the time, that 
he told a 4ifi^«nt (lory privately to thofc 
of his communion. O'Donnel, the bufieft 
of all men this day, made an offer of his fer- 
yice : he woijld go at the head of a party, 
and bring back information to be relied on. 
The people were filent. They did not know 
whom to* truft. The captain might be as 
bad as the prieft. All were looking to felf- 
prefervation^ except the dregs of the com- 
monalty that longed for pillage. 

At three o'clock, the report of cannon and 
fmall arms towards Ballina could plainly be 
heard in the town ; the very flafh of the ar- 
tillery was difcerned from the Stceple-hilL 
The commaijdant was on horfeback among 
the pikemen, whpfe captains he found bufy 
in framing refolutions for an obftinate de^ 
fence. The guard at the gate began now to 
flip away, mindful only of their; own fafety, 
and leaving to the mercy of every invader 
the family that had fed, and for the laft feven 
days had alfo paid them for their attendance, 
at the rate of two guineas a day. For on a 

complaint 
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complaint from their captain O'Donnel, 
that his men thought it very hard to be de- 
tained on military duty at a time when they 
could each earn above a fhilling a day at* 
the harveft, the bifhop had agreed to pay 
the ordinary guard of the town, confifting 
of fifty men, ten pence per man for one 
week, leaving the fame burden to be fuftain- 
ed by the townfpeople for the week im- 
mediately following ; and the guard, that 
now were melting from him, had received 
their fxrft week's pay. Some of the poor 
fellows, however, continued on their poll 
to the laft. During the whole of Saturday 
morning the caftle was more (till and quiet, 
than, at any time fince the invafion, it had 
been even at midnight. 

The hour of dinner was not equally tran- 
quil. As the cloth was removing, O'Don- 
nel joins the company to take a folemn 
le?ve of us, being on the point, he faid, of 
leading his men, at their own defire, to Bal- 
lina. He takes one glafs, filled out for him 
by Mrs. Stock, commends us to heaven^ 
and difappears. In five minutes, the par* 

T lour 
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lour door flies open with a crafh; the bi- 
Ihop's gardener enters exclaiming, c Captain 
4 O'Donnel is dead ! he has been this mo- 
4 ment killed by one of his own men.' At 
his back follows Mr. Marshall, the pref- 
byterian, minifter, who with arms extended, 
and every fymptom of terror, fcreechcs out, 
4 Captain O'Donnel is dead ! I law hkri 
4 this inltaftt pulled from his horfe, and 
4 killed!* 

4 Thank you, Mr. Marshall/ faid the 
dean, looking at his affrighted wife, in her 
then condition ; 4 you have done your bed 
4 to kill more than one of us.' 

The bifhop alfo was hurt by this unguard- 
ed a&ion of Mr. Marshall, and with 
fome fharpnefs expreffed a wifh 4 that he 
4 could defend his family from the intru- 
4 fion of ill news, at leaft at meal times.' 
The poor man looked fo mortified at the re- 
proof, that the blow recoiled inftantly on 
him that gave it. Mr. M. withdrew— but the 
bifhop fought him out foon after, and afked 
and obtained his pardon. 

All 
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Altrofe to inquire about O'Donnel. He 
was found in the yard with only a flight 
wound in the back of his hand. A drunken 
fellow had refilled his orders, when he de- 
fired his men to. march, and being ftruck 
with a piftol, fell, and pulled the captain 
off his horfe upon his back on the ground, 
O'Donnel was on his feet in a moment, - 
and with the butt end of his piftol laid open 
the fkuli of the offender, whom he left in 
the guard-room. He himfelf was foon in 
a condition to refiime his march, and away 
he went with about three hundred followers, 
taking the road to Crofmalina. Ponson, 
who was fent out to reconnoitre, now' came 
back with news, that the Englilh were with- 
in four miles of Killalla ; and with this the 
inconfiderate creature betook himfelf to his 
cuftomary employment of finging and whitt- 
ling. 

The night was 'uncommonly wet, which 
contributed to our quiejt. Favourable in 
this refpe&, the feafon was much againft us 
in another; for it retarded the march of our 
deliverers, to that degree, that gen. Trench 

T 2 was 



140 

was not able to keep his promife of being 
\tfith us in the forenoon of next day, having 
found it neceflary to encamp for the night 
at Crofmalina. Here an alarm, and fome 
confufion among the King's troops, was 
occafioned by their picquet of fixteen horfe 
falling in with young Macguire, who 
with two horfemen had advanced about a 
mile before O'Donnel's men from Killalla* 
and came up with the picquet after night 
fall. Macguire boldly charged them, fired 
his piftol, and followed them into the very 
town affifted by the darknefs, till on hear- 
ing the drums beat to arms, he thought it 
prudent to retire. His coufin O'Donnel 
had committed the charge of his party to 
this youth, being himfelf unable to pro- 
ceed on the march farther than Rappagh, 
the feat of Mr. Knox, where a ficknefs 
at ftomach overtook him, which forced 
him to accept a bed from young Mr. Knox, 
after he had procured from that gentleman 
a drink for his three hundred men^ On 
the ftrength of this liquor the rebels bore 
the fatigue of a rainy march very well, till 
Macguire, their vaunt courier, brought 

them 
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them word that the royal army was beating 
to arms at Crbfmalina, Then for the firft 
time they began to recolle6t, that they had 
too little ammunition to ftand a regular en- 
gagement. So they took counfel from their 
leader(or their fears)and liftening with plea- 
fure to the falutary word ' Retreat/ they 
broke, and made the beft of their way, moft 
of them, to their own homes ; about thirty 
of the ftouteft were collc&ed in the morn- 
ing by O'Donnel, who led them back to 
Killalla. 

On this night, as well as for the nine 
that preceeded it,, the gentlemen that flept 
in the library took their turns at watching 
till morning for the common fafety, and 
vifiting the guards polled through the houfe* 
All were harafled by a duty fo fatiguing} 
but the French officers moft, who for fcve-* 
ral nights together did not enjoy an hour's 
repofe. The family fpoke in whifpers one 
to another, fome defponding, fome blaming 
the tardinefs of government in fending us 
relief, fome inquiring anxiouflv for news* 
and fome endeavouring to fteal into privacy, 

where 
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where they might unload their hearts with 
Freedom before the throne of mercy* 

The 23d of September, Sunday, and the 
day of the equinox, opened on us with the 
fame heavy fall of rain which had conti- 
nued throughout the night ; but the fky 
cleared before noon. At breakfaft our com- 
pany was enlarged by the addition of two 
fugitive officers from Ballina, Meflrs.TRUC 
and O'Keon. 4 The Englifh were come 
4 to Ballina. What man could do, the he- 
c roic Truc had atchieved. An Englifli 
c officer had fummoned him to render him- 

* felf prifoner, and advanced to lay hold of 

* him ; but he (hook him off, and in the 
4 ftruggle pulled away the officer's epau- 
4 lette,' which he produced in triumph, 4 got 
4 on horfeback, and with O'Keon, whom 

* he overtook on the road, was come to 
4 fight it out to the laft at Killalla.' This 
vapouring tale was foon difcovered to be a , v 
dowaright lie. Truc, in the confufion 
when Ballina was entered by the King's 
troops, had efcaped on the firft horfe he 
could catch, bringing with him an old vo- 
lunteer 
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lunteer epaulette, the property, of col. King, 
and ftolen by Truc out of the colonel's 
wardrobe*. The appearance , of this man 
correfponded with the chara&erwehad heard 
of him — a frontofbrafs ; an inceflant fraud- 
f ui fmile, manners altogether vulgar, and in 
his drefs and perfon a negle6t of cleanlinefs, 
even beyond the afjfe&ed negligence of re- 
publicans. Our poor commandant fcemed 
to like him no better than we did ourfelves, 
though he was forced to welcome him at 
our breakfaft with a kifs on each cheek, the . 

modern fraternal embrace- a fight that 

would have provoked our fmiles, had we 
been in a humour to be amufed. But every 
thought was now abforbed by the expecta- 
tion of the approaching icene: even the fa- 
cred duties of the day were for the firft *ime 
fufpended. 

Before he took horfe for the engagement, 
O'Donnel claimed the privelege of a me£»- 
mate to afk counfel of Mr. Fortescue 
and the biihop what he fhould do. * £ 

* When gen.TR e nch was coming up flairs at the cat- 
tle to receive the fwords of the French officers, Truc 
whifpered the bifhop, St ! pas un mot de F epaulette. ' 
4 Mun> : riot a word of the epaulette !' 

' think 
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' think I might expe£t pardon,* faid he, 
€ from the (hare I have had in preferring 

* the peace of this diftrift. But the people 

* would never forgive me, if I did not ftand 
4 by them now ; and their revenge would 

* follow me into Erris, fhould I attempt to 

* retreat home, I am not afraid to die ; 
4 but if I could fave my life with honour, I 
4 would.* No counfel, it was evident, could 
be given him, but that he fhould fight till 
he faw the battle turn (which, his advifers 

• told him, would not be a long time) and 
then endeavour to efcape to his own coun- 
try. The young man followed this advice, 
as far as he was able. Pufhed into the town 
with the fugitives, he galloped about the 
ftreets to bring up a reinforcement, when a 
fpirited mare that he rode was fhot under 
him. He then efcaped on foot to the fields 
on the other fide from the fcene of a&ion, 
where incumbred as he was with boots and 

* 

a long French furtout coat, he was foon 
overtaken, and pierced with a ball through 
the back. The highlander that killed him 
reported his laft words to be, * I am Ferdy 
' O'Donnel ; go tell the bifhop I am fhot.* 

The 
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*The biffaop was forty fot his cteath. fta- 
raffed as he had been by his forward and 
pert behaviour* during the long fpace of 
time O'DoNNELJiad pafled under his roof \ 
An uninvited gueft, he could not forget the 
fervkes he had rendered to th^town by fre- 
quently hazarding his perfbn to reftrain 
plunderers. /The body, which after being 
ftript had been thrown into a potatoe ridge* 
was., by the bifliop's order removed three 
days after, and interred in the church- 
yard. 

The peaceful inhabitants of Killalla were 
fcow to be fpe&ators of a fcene they had 
never expe£ted to behold-^a battle ! a fight 
which no perfon that has feen it once, and 
poflefles the feelings of a human creature, 
would choofe to witnefs a fecond time. A 
troop of fugitives in full race from Ballina, 
women and children tumbling over one ano* 
thereto get into the caftle, or into any houfe 
in the town where they might hope for a 
momentary flicker, continued for a painful 
length of time to give notice of the ap- 
proach of an army. 

U The 
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*The rebels quitteid their camp to occupy 
the rifing ground clofe by the town, on the 
road to Ballina, polling themfelves under 
the low ftdne walls on each fide, in fuch a 
manner as enabled them with great advan- 
tage to take aim 3t the King's troops. 
They had a ftrong guard alfo on the other 
fide of the town towards Foxford, having 
probably received intelligence which was 
true, that gem Trench had divided his 
forces at Crofmalina, and fent one part of 
them by a detour of three miles to intercept 
the fugitives that might take that courfe in 
their flight. This laft detachment confifted 
chiefly of the Kerry militia, under the or- 
ders of lieut. col. Crosbie and Maurice 
Fitzgerald, the knight of Kerry, their Co- 
lonel the earl of Glandore attending the 
general. It is a circumftance, which ought 
never to be forgotten by the loyalifts of 
Killalla, that the Kerry militia were fo 
wrought upon by the exhortations of thofe 
two fpirited officers to lofe no time in 
coming to the relief of their perifhing friends, 
that they appeared on the fouth fide of the 
town at the fame inftant with thejir fellows 

on 



H7 

lift the oppofite fide, though they had a 
league more of road to perform. 

The two divifions of the royal army were 
fuppofed to make up about twelve hundred 
men, and they had five pieces of ^cannon. 
The number of the rebels could not be as- 
certained. Many ran away before the pn- 
gagement, while a very confiderable lum- 
ber flocked into the town in the very heat 
of it, palling under the caftle windows in 
view of the French officers on horfeback, 
and running upon death with as little ap- 
pearance of refledtion or concern, as if they 
were haftening to a (hew. About four hun- 
dred of thefe mifguided men fell in the bat- 
tle, and immediately after it. Whence it 
may be conjedlured, that their entire num- 
ber fcarcely exceeded eight or nine hun- 
dred. 

The whole fcene paffed in fight of the 
qaftie, and fo near it, that the family could 
diftin&ly hear the balls whiffling by their 
cars. Mr. Fortescue very humanely took 
upon him the direction of the wom^n and 
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children, whom he placed as far as he could 
from the windows, and made them remain 
proftrate on the carpets till the bufinefs was 
quite over. He himfelf could not refrain 
from taking his (land at a window of the 
library looking fcaward, which, with the 
other windows of that room he had bani* 
caded with beds, leaving room to peep over 
them. A malicious rafcal in the fea-grove 
obferved his pofition, and calling to a wo- 
man in the road to ftand out of his way till 
he fhpuld c do for that tall fellow,* he dif- 
charged the contents of a carabine full at 
the window, with fuch effeft, that twelve 
flugs made as many holes in pafling through 
the glafs. The bed faved the lives of Mr. 
Fortescue and. Henry Stock, the bi- 
fhop's fern, who was Handing behind : but 
two of the Hugs were lodged in Mr. For- 
tes cue's forehead, providentially without 
penetrating the bone, or hurting him ma- 
terially, though one Aug was not extracted 
till a confiderable time afterward, when he 
reached Dublij^^^^ A 
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Tha bMhop law the a&ion from behind 
the breaft of a chirnhey, where he could only 
be reached by an oblique chance {hot. Cu- 
jriofity, and the intereft we all felt in the 
event, prompted every man in the houfe to 
cxpofe his perfon by creeping to the win- 
dows. Our French officers thought it their 
duty to lead the rebels, as many as they 
could bring forward to the onfet, though 
they were fure it was in vain, and had 
avowed to us their : determination to fur* 
render to the very Superior force that wa* 
coming againft them, 

* 

We kept our eyes on the rebels, who 
feemed to be polled withfo n*uch advantage 
behind the ftone walk that lined the i&ad. 
They levelled their pieces, fired very deli- 
berately from each fide on the . advancing 
*aemy, yet (ftrange to tell!) were able ctoly 
to kill one man, a corporal, a»d wound one 
common fqidier. Their fhot, in general, 
went over the heads ©f their opponents. A 
regiment of highlanderV (Feaser's ienci- 
bles) filed off to right and left, to flank the 
fufileers behind the hedges and* walls ; they 

had 
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had a marfhy ground on their left to fur- 
mount before they could come upon their 
obje6t, which occafioned fome delay, but at 
length they reached them, and made fad 
havock among them. Then followed the 
Queen's-county militia and the Downfhire, 
which laft regiment had a great (hare in 
the honour of the day. 

After a refiftance of about twenty mi- 
nutes, the rebels began to fly in ^ all direc- 
tions, and were purfued by the Roxburgh 
cavalry into the town in full cry. This 
was not agreeable to military pra6lice, ac* 
cording to which it is ufual to commit the 
aflault of a town to the infantry; but 
here the general wifely reverfed the mode, 
in order to prevent the rebels, by a rapid 
purfuit, from taking fhelter in the houfes of 
the townsfolk, a circumftance which was 
likely to provoke indifcriminate flaughter 
and pillage. The meafure was attended 
with the defired fuccefs. A confiderabk 
number was cut down in the ftreets, and of 
the remainder but a few were able to e£ 
cape into the houfes, being either pufhed 

through 
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through the town till they fell in with the 
Kerry from Crofmalina, or obliged to take 
tothefhore, where it winds round a pro- 
montory forming one of the horns of the 
bay of Killaila. And here too the fugitives 
were fwept away by fcores, a cannon being 
placed on the oppofite fide of the bay, which 
did great execution. 

Some of the defeated rebels, however, 
did force their way into houfes, and by 
confequence brought mifchief upon the in- 
nocent inhabitants, without benefit to thgm- 
felves. Thq firft houfe, after pafling the bi- 
(hop's, is that of Mr. Wm. Kirkwood, the, 
magiftrate fo often mentioned. Its (ituation 
expofed it on this occafion to peculiar danger, 
as it fronts the main ftreet, which was rak- 
ed entirely by a line of fire. A flying rebel 
had burft through the door, followed by fix 
or feven foldiers : they poured a volley of 
mufquetry after him, that proved fatal 
to Mr. Andrew Kirkwood, amoftloyal' 
3nd refpe&able citizen, while-he was rejoic- 
ing at the vi&ory, and in the very a6l of 
fhouting out 4 God fave the King/ Prefenti- 
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ments, as they are called, of evil flionld be 
refifled, for they often work their own ac- 
complifhment. This poor man, though no 
body wifhed more ardently than he did to 
fee the town recovered from the rebels, had 
taken up a flrong perfuafion that he fhould 
not outlive that event. Of CQurfe, he grev* 
more reftlefs every hour, in proportion as 
the time of the conflict drew nigh. The 
whole evening before, he continued to im- 
portune his wife with , dire&ions how he 
would have his family concerns difpofed ; 
and when the firing began he could not 
contain himfelf in his own houfe, where he 
had the beft chance of remaining fafe, and 
where thofe who flayed received no hurt* 
but removed to the very infegure dwelling 
of his kinfman : here he met his fate in the 
manner related, by a ball through the brakk 
A purfe of guineas, whieh ? with the incon-* 
fiftency of a diftradted mind, he had flowed 
into his pocket though he expelled death* 
difappeared, while they were moving hi& 
body from the paflage into the kitchen* 
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In fpite of the exertions of the general 
and His officers* the town exhibited almofl: 
all the marks of a place taken by ftornn 
Some houfes were perforated like a riddle, 
moft of them had their doors and windows 
deftroyedy the trembling inhabitants fcarce- 
ty efoaping with life by lying proftrate on 
the floor, as at the caftle. Nor was it tilt 
the clofe of the next day, that our ears 
were relieved from the horrid found of muf- 
quets difcharged every minute at flying and 
powerlefs rebels, The plague of war ib 
often vifits the world, that we are apt to 
liften to any defcription of it with the in-, 
difference of fatiety : it is adhial infpe<5tion 
only, that fhews the monfter in its proper 
and full deformity, 

When the army was beginning to move 
from Crofmalina y they palled by a wounded 
man lying at the road fide, bleeding to death 
by a dreadful cut acrofs the face, and to ap- 
pearanceexpiring. Not a few ftopt to look 
at him, and remarked that it would be an a6fc 
©f charity to put him out of his pain by dif- 
patching him ; but no body had the heart to 
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do it. After all had pafled him, Arthur 
Stock the bifhop's fon, who brought up the. 
rear, looking back faw the poor creature lift 
up his hands in a defpairing manner, as if 
he complained of them for not terminating 
his mifery. Familiarity with fcenes of this 
kind blunts and overcomes the inftin6ts of 
our nature ; and it is neceffary for the com- 
mon fafety, that in fome breafts they fhould 
be overcome. But it would be well if the 
thoughtlefs multitude, who are fo ready to 
rulh into civil war, could have an infight 
from time to time into its fanguinary ef- 
fects. 

it 

What heart can forget the impreffion it 
has receivfed from the glance of a fellow 
creature, pleading for his life, with a crowd 
of bayonets at his bread ? The eye of De- 
mosthenes never emitted fo penetrating a 
beam, in his molt enraptured flight of ora- 
tory. Such a man was dragged before the, 
bifhop on the day after the battle, while the 
hand of (laughter was ftill in purfuit of un- 
refifting peafants through the town. In the 
agonies of terror the prifoner thought to 
fave his life by crying out, ' that he was 

' known 
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* known to the bifhop.' Alas ! the bifhop ^ 
knew him not ; neither did he look like a 
good man. But the arms and the whole body 
of the perfon to whom he flew for protec- 
tion were over him immediately. Memory 
fuggefted rapidly— 

c TVhat a piece of wiorkmanjhipis man I the beauty of the 
4 worldy the paragon of animals / — * 

* And you are going to deface this ad- 
4 mirable work !' As indeed they did- For ▼" 
though the foldiers promifed to let the un- 
fortunate man remain in cuftody till he 
fhould have a trial,, yet when they found hp 
was not known, they pulled him out of die 
court- yard, as foon as the bilhop's back was 
turned, and fhot him at the gate. 

As foon as matters had been brought to 
the decifion of the fword, the friends of 
government had little caufe to be apprehen- 
five for themfelves : but their fears were 
very juftly awiake for the condition in which 
they might poflibly find thofe of their own 
party at Killalla. 4 Is the bifhop alive ? are 
4 his family unhurt ?' Thefe were the firft 

X 2 queftions 
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qtieflions that were afked by every officer 
as he came up to the cattle gate, and with 
an earneftncfe that warmed the hearts 
of thofe that heard them. That amiable 
nobleman, the Earl of Portarlington, cola* 
nel of the Queen's county militia (who has 
fince paid, alas ! the forfeit of a moft valu- 
able life to exertions beyond his ftrength 
in fupprefling the rebellion) when he was 
told the bifhop was fafe, exclaimed with 
clafped hands, ' God be praifed ? and con* 
tinued his purfuit of the rebels ; fo that the 
bifhop never had the opportunity of thank- 
ing his lord (hip for his kindnefs to one al- 
moft a ftranger to him. In the troop of 
horfe, that fwept the rebels before them into 
the town, was Arthur Stock, armed only 
with a fabre, and in an old red jacket quite 
too large for him. The humanity of gen% 
Trench had provided this mode of con- 
veying him to us from Caftlebar, as the fafeft 
he could contrive for him* With a breath* 
lefs impatience the poor youth threw him- 
felf from his horfe at the gate to afk the 
queftion that Jofeph puts to his brethren 
Dot A my father yet live £ It was a tender 

fcene 
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fcene ; for every body was eager to preft to 
his boforo an adventurer of iixteen yearst 
who had fuflered fo much hardihip. Ffe 
had been in the a&ion at C&ftlebar, when; 
the pikemen under O'Keon >vere put to the 
rout ; and he had pafled the l»ft night un- 
der fo heavy a rain, that he was compelled 
after ibme time to take off all his clothes* 
and make his bed of wet ftraw on the flodr 
of a cabin. A flight difordcr was the con* 
fequence, which happily foon went off. 

Charost exprefled as much joy at fep* 
ing Arthur fafe, as if he had himfelf beqi* 
one of the family. Yet the poor comma»4* 
4 ant had no reafon to bevpleafed at the treat* 
ment he had received immediately after the 
a<Stion. He had returned to the calUe $ar 
his fahre, and advanced with it to the gate 
in order to deliver it up to fon>e Engliihof- 
-fioer, sdieU it was feizcd and forced fran* 
his hand by a common foldier of fr asjer's. 
He came in, got another fword, which he 
ihrrendered to an officer, and turned to re- 
enter the hall. At this moment a fecond 
higMaftder burft through the gate, in fpite 

• of 
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of the centinel placed there by the general, 
and fired at the commandant, with an aim 
that was near proving fatal, for the ball paff- 
cd under his arm, piercing a very thick 
door entirely through, and lodging in the 
jamb. Had we loft the worthy man by fuch 
an accident, his death would have fpoiled 
the whole relifh of our prefent enjoyment. 
He complained, and received an apology for 
the foldier's behaviour from his officer. Leave 
was immediately granted to the three French 
officers to keep their (words, their effedts, and 
even their bed-chamber in the houfe. But 
the bifhop found a difficulty to obtain the 
lame indulgence for O'Keon, whofe plea 
that he was a naturalifed Frenchman was 
pretty generally difregarded, and himfelf 
confidered as an Irifh rebel, to be fpeedily 
brought before a court-martial. However, 
at laft they were all allowed to be kept to* 
gether, including their cannoneer and a lit- 
tle French fervant of O'Keon's, till the 
following day. 

General Trench was received by thebi- 
fliop and his family in the lobby with a wel- 
come, 
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come, of the fmcerity of which there could 
be very little doubt. He exprefled in very 
polite terms his fatisfaction at the deliverance 
of this family from fo great a peril as had 
hung over us for the laft month; adding 
that he had not failed to ufe every exertion 
to come to our relief, from the moment that 
our embafly had fully apprifed him of our 
diftrefsful fituation. He then prefented to 
the bifhop his principal officers, with feme 
of whom he was previoufly well acquainted, 
particularly his much valued college inti- 
mate, the earl of Gland ore, Lieutenant JL 
colonel Crosbie, major Fitzgerald (com- 
monly called the knight of Kerry) major 
Trench, brother to the general, his ne- 
phew and aide-dc camp major Taylor. 
major Acheson fon to lord Gosford, co- 
lonel Fraser, major M'Donald, captain 
Harrison the commiffary, col. Jackson, 
and fome officers of the county militia, as 
Mr. Ormsby, Mr. Orme, and others, paid 
their compliments of congratulation, and 
were accommodated by the bifhop in the 
belt manner he was able. Bed and board * 
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was provided for five refident officers, anci 
occafionally every day for fonie others* * 

The commandant and his party were or-* 
dered away on Tuefday to Caftlebar, with 
the Kerry Regiment* Horfes were found, 
not without difficulty, to convey their per* 
fons: the bulk of their effefts was for-> 
warded to them, on their arrival in Dublin, 
by the bifhop. We parted, not without 
tears, with our friends and prote&ors. The 
good-natured reader will doubtlefs fhare in 
the pleafure, with which we record the no-» 
tice that was taken every where of our 
French officers for the part they had, adbed 
at Kitlalla. Our government was pleafed 
to forward them prefently to London, giv* 
kig them what money they wanted for their 
draft on the commiflary of prifoners, Niou ; 
fb that pafling but two or three days 
in Dublin, they could dine but tvvice with 
the biihop's connexions, my Lord Pri- 
mate making them partake of his hofpita- 
lity one day, and alderman Kirkpatric* 
another. From London the biihop had a 
letter from the committee for taking care of 

French 
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Frtncti prifcriers, dcfiring to be informed in' 
what manner he and his had been treated 
by the French officers ; and on the bifhop's 
freporty an order was obtained, that Citizens 
Charost, Boudet, and Pojjson, fhoiild 
be fet at liberty , and fent home without ex- 
change*. They overtook their general at 
Dover, who was fo fenfible of the attention 
fhewri |to his officers, - that he wrote to the 
bithop the letter, of which a tranflation 
appeared in die Dublin Journal, and fince 
in the narrative publifhed by Jones. The 
original will be found in our appendix. 

- * 

The week that followed the battle was 
employed in courts martial in the morning, 
and in moft crowded dinners at the caftle 
in the evening. A whole bullock went 

Y in 

* Niou, the French commiflary, refufed on the part 
of his government to accept of this mark of relpeft fronj 
our miniftry, c The Directory could not avail themfelves 

* of fo polite an offer, becaufe their officers at Killalla 

* had only doi*e their duty, and no more than what any 

* Frenchman would have done in the fame fituation.' It 
I»rill depend oi* the particular temper of t;he critic, whe;^ "* 
ther he fhall call this anfwer magnanimous, or achildifh 
gafconade. 
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in two days, as the bifhop had not lefs than 
forty people to feed, befides the officers, 
and the principals of his own houfehold. 
Gen. Trench did hist>eft to help out the 
mefs, fharing his bread and fuel with us, 
and fupplying us with beef when he could 
get it. Mr. Denis Browne, lord Alta- 
mont's brother, fent the general at one 
time a whole, and again half a buck, de- 
firing in return an immediate remittance of 
300 men to drive away the rebels from 
Weftport. Whether the party went, I did • 
not hear : the venifon deferved it. Our 
greateft want was wine and groceries. A * 
large order was fent to Sligo by the commif- 
fary of ftores and the bifhop ; but the floop 
could not fail for fome time on account of 
the equino£tial ftorrns. The officers made 
out their entertainment as they could, with 
' great patience and cheerful neis, being very 
pleafant agreeable men, and the general ex- 
tremely fo. The French had made the 
bifhop a prefent of feven barrels of flour 
brought from their own country, which had 
been very good, but was a little heated ill 
the voyage : this made into what is called 

dim 



163 . . ' . 

llim cakes, ferved tolerably well for bread, 
as there was neither brewing for fome time 
nor barm. The floop did not arrive to our 
relief till after the general was gone. 

If the people of Killalla were diftrefled to 
find accommodation for the multitude of 
officers that now poured in upon them, they 
experienced yet greater inconvenience from 
the predatory habits of the foldiery/ The 
regiments that came to their affiftance bdng 
all militia, feemed to think they had a right- 
to take the property they had been the 
means of preferving, and to ufe it as their 
own, whenever they flood in need of it. 
Their rapacity differed in no refpeft from 
that of the rebels, except that they feized 
upon things with fomewhat lefs of ceremony 
or excufe, and that his Majefty's foldiers 
were incomparably fuperior to the Irifh 
traitors in dexterity at dealing. In confe- 
quence the town Very foon grew weary of 
their guefts, and were glad to fee them 
marched off to other quarters. It is but juf- 
tice to the regiment that has remained at 
Killalla ever fmce, the Prince of Wales* 

Y 2 fencibles, 
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*Kncibie$. to acknowledge tHat they have 
always behaved themfelveswith the great^ft 
propriety, under the orders of thofe two -ex- 
cellent officers* lieut> col. Macartney and 
major Winstanley. Let it be remem- 
bered alfc; to the hofamir of our eadcellent 
Chief Governor, that as foort as the coufetry 
was reduced to quiet* Marquis Cornwa;l- 
lis lent two commiffioners to Kilialla aod 
its vicinity, for the fcxprds purpofe of #f- 
certaining tbe <lamfages 4one by the &*flgfs 
troops, *and that, in Maith foHowittg, tfU 
authenticated claiims on that account were 
difcharged in full by an order on the. iia> 
tional bank. 



The court martial bejgan the day after the 
battk, and fat in the houfe of Mr. :MoibKi^ 

r 

so nt. Their proceedings at firft appeared 
extremely flow, confidering the multitudes 
they had to try, not le& than Jeyenty*fiv^ 
prifonersat fcillalla, and a hundred and ten 
at Ballina, befides tHofe who might b$ 
brought in daily. The two firft perfcns 
tried at this tribunal w^re gene ral f Bs,LL*^f 
<and Mr. Richard Bourke, wh^haye beajt 

already 



aJready introduced to the aequadetlnvM vf 
,thg reader. The tetter, after exerting hie 
&eft endeavours, to prolong the. ecwte^ wrt% 
the King's troops, had imjtattd the craft 
fenietimes obfervable in the fox ; he h?d 
(Upt in with the crowd of loyaliite, a*$ 
was found, with every appearance of a 
peaceable fubJecT:, fitting in the bifliop-s 
Ip&by. and chatting familiarly with differs 
mt people as they entered, till he was re- 
cognized and taken intocuftody by "Mr. 
0«ms?y. The trial of thcfe two criminals 
was &ort, They were found guilty on 
Monday evening, and hanged the next 
corning in the park behind the caftle. 
Contemptible for drunkennefs and vulgar 
manners, they fell without exciting a fenti- 
flafenjf of compaiTion. 

; BWjj* Ma<?<Jui*i?, our Jjtfe ambauador 
to Caftlebar, ocean" oned fonw dtflay. It 
w#s urged in hi$ favour, particularly by 
$}#inTfl#M?8otf;, that is their late journey 
J»e had often Ireard him ipeak to the people 
-#» fevfouf of pacific meafurea, and Jof lenity 
4® tfc* profieftajats. 06 the other hand, ge- 
neral 



i66 

neral Trench and his officers could hot 
readily forget the infolent behaviour of this 
% young fellow at Caftlfebar, under which 
aflumed carriage he ftrove to conceal his 
apprehenfion of danger, when he was fo 
grievoufly (and indeed fo inconfiderately) 
threatened by Mr. Denis Browne and 
others, on his entering the town, as we 
have already obferved. After a long impri- 
fonment at Killalla, Macguire was tranf* 
mitted to Caftlehar, where at laft he re* 
ceived fejitence to be transported to Botatiy- 
bay. His father, the brewer, was hanged ; 
his brothers, mote a&ive in treafon and 
mifchief than himfelf, have not yet been 
taken. 

Broken weather increafed the difficulty 
of keeping a force together in fuch a place 
as Killalla, their tents affording a poor flit- 
ter againtt the rain and ftorms of this fea- 
fon of the year. Gen. Trench therefore 
made hafte to clear the wild diftri&s of th$ 
\Laggan and Erris, by pufhing detachments 
into each, who were able to do little morte 
than to burn a number of cabins ; for the 

people 
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people had too many hiding places to be 
eafily overtaken. Enough, however, was 
effedted, to imprefs upon the minds of the 
fufferers a conviction, that joining with the 
ehemies of their country againft their lawful 
fovereign was not a matter of fo little mo- 
ment as they had ignorantly imagined ; and 
probably the memory of what they now en- 
dured will not be effaced for years. There 
are, I know, who think differently, — who 
•fay, thefe mountaineers will be always ripe 
for infurredtion — and w r ho urge in proof the 
mifchief they have done very lately, by rob- 
bery and houghing of cattle. Yet furely 
our conlmon nature will incline us to make 
fome conceflion to the feelings of men dri- 
ven (though by their own fault) from their 
farms and their dwellings — -wretched dwel- 
lings, to be fure ; but, to them — (that poor 
fellow's leflon to the bifhop * is worth re- 
membering iy — to them as valuable as to 
the grandee his palace. Let a. man look 
round from the fummit of one of thofe 
mountains that guard our ifland againft the 

in- 
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incurfions of the Atlantic,, and fey what 
he fhould think of pafling a. winter among 
them, without the covering of a hut. 

r 

The difpofal of the powder left at the fcaf* 
tie by the French was one of the firft thing6 
that occupied the attention of gen, Trencu , 
efpecially after the accident mentioned above 
had made every body fenfible of the n$ce£ 
fity of fpeedily removing it. He wrote that 
very day to government, and defired to have 
his Excellency's commands refpeftingit : yet 
the carriages did not arrive for tranfporting 
it to Atlilone, till the fifth of O6toberj pro* 
bably ftom the difficulty of procuring thfe 
means of conveyance at that ieafon. The 
bifhop was heartily glad to be rid of thi$ 
depofit,— rif that might be fo named, which 
was placed in his hands againft his will and 
confent. The French, as the reader will fefe 
by thfe annexed affidavit of Captain But** 
t6ok it into their heads to be angry with the 
bifhop, for betraying their powder to the 
King's officers as if hi owedtf&wk ftUcgi^ 
ance, or was rdponfible for a trull he had 
not undertaken, and which he would have 
reje&ed with abhdrtrence. All the (hare he 

had 
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toad in feving' this powder for his Majefty** 
ufe confifted in fuggefting to the command- 
ant the real and abfolute itaipoffibility of 
throwing it into the fea f in the prefence of 
people who waited eagerly and continually 
to feize it for their owh deffcru&ive pur- 
pofes. The powder, though coarfe, was 
faid to be good enosgh for ufe : the whole* 
at one (hilling the pound, muft have been 
worth upwards 1 300L fterL 

On the 49th, an addrefs was prefented 
tft gen. T&feKca from the barony of Ty- 
l-awley, thanking him and his army for the 
good fervk* »f Sunday laft; to which a po- 
Jife afifwier was presently returned by the 
general. Thfey hive appeared in the pub- 
lic print*. 

The opportunity of an efoort td Cattle* 
t>af carried away from t*s thisday our wor* 
thy friends, the Thompsons* with then- 
three boys and a girl, a family whofe real 
value we fliorddhardly have known but for 
xvur captivity. Mr. Fortescvb embraced 
the fame opportunity* And -die fiacceeding 

Z day, 
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<ky, by the departure of gen. Trench with 
the Kerry officers to Caftlebar, left the town 
of Killalla to the defence of the Prince of 
Wales's fencibles, who have remained there 
ever fince. The detachment that had been 
fent into Erris on the 30th September re- 
turned the feventh of the following month, 
after fuffering and infli6ting a good deal of 
mifery. 

As the ftdrm of war feemed now to have 
fpent its force, the bifhop began to try what he 
could do in order to render his fituation at 
•Killalla eafy at leaft, if he could not reftore 
4 the comfortable poflure in which the invafion 
found him. His greateft inconvenience was* 
that it was out of his power, as matters 
Hood, to return to the exclufive jife of hi$ 
own houfe. The guard, which was relieved 
every day, being ftationed in one of the 
offices at the caftle, it became a duty of 
common politenefs to ofler a bed to the oifi* 
cer that commanded the guard. 4 The fame 
compliment could hardly be refufed to ano- 
ther officer of the regiment, who coming 
later thap the reft to Killalla could not.pof- 

fibly 
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fibly find a lodging in the town. And thcfe 
two officers naturally grew to bemefimates 
in the family, the bifliop wiihing by everjr 
means in his powef to fhew his fenfe of the . 
prote^ion afforded to the town by his Ma- 
jelly's army* But the labour arid wearinefe 
of living thus in a manner in public, and 
for a conftancy, may be eafily conceived, at 
leaft it need not be defcribed to any man 
that is fond of retirement and fludy. The 
mefling indeed was laid afide, from the 
moment the gentlemen were aware of the 
bifhop's inability to bear the annoyance of 
continual public dinners : but the bedcham- 
bers could riot be refilled ; a circum fiance 
which precluded the exercife of hofpitality 
towards the'bifhop's friends or his clergy; 
his own family being fo numerous. Neither 
was it by any means clear to the people of t 
Killalla, if they fet themfelves to repair the 
damages they had fuflained by the war f 
that they would be able to enjoy the fruits 
of their labour. The winter Was coming 
on; g multitude of rebels were fcattered 
through the mountains, likely to be ren- 
dered defperste by want; and perhaps too 

Zz the 
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the French might find means to efFc6l atw»- 
tfter and a more powerful invafion in the 
fame place where they had landed before. 

Thefe reafons were repeatedly urged to 
the bilhop by his friends in the capital to in- 
duce him to remove with his family thither 
without delay ; but he had fixed his refolu- 
tiori to remain where he was for that winter. 
After the loffes he had fuftained, his circum- 
fiances ftood in the way of an expenfive 
journey to Dublin : and, if that had not been 
the cafe, he found, by many trials, that his 
prefence was likely to be ufeful to his coun- 
try neighbours, either in aflifting to obtain 
compenfation for them, or clearing them 
from ill-founded charges of difaffe£fcion.~~ 
From the rebels in the mountains, he ap- 
prehended no danger, as long as the military 
were left to prote& the town ; and as to an- 
other attempt from the French, in the very 
fame quarter, and on the verge of winter, 
it was an event too far removed from pro- 
bability to be a reafonable ground for re- 
treating. 



But 



$ut experience quickly proved, that what 
is improbable, naay> aevefitheiefe* beveiy 
true. On the morning ef the 2 *ih of Oc- 
tober 1798, three of the fade frig ateswhkk 
had brought over Humbert's *rmy in, Aaj- 
guft, in company with a fowth, carrybsig *I1 
together 2009 land forces, anchored i& the 
bay of KiUalla, precifely in the fpot wi|e*e 
they h^d made good their firft laadvigirr* 
They forn&cd a part o£ : the armament * whicl* 
(&> happily for Ireland and the Britifh cm~ 
pire) wasdeftrpyed by the glorious la&ion x>$£ 
Rutland, under the aufpices of Sir Joif n Bb 
Warren. The alarm was taken, the tw>- 
meat thefe (hips appeared ; for our late fuf- 
feringshad taught us what might becxpeiSbed 
from veflels of that fize. Two officers of;tbe 
Prince of Wales's, capt. Bull and lieufcengufc 
Leury, -were fent, at different times, by: 
major Winstanley, to inquire what &tiy> 
were, and, if friends, to deliver difpat<shss. 
which had juft come down to him from, the 
capital. A party under the orders of capfciia 
Fraser, went to take their ftation behind 
Kilcummin head, under which the Slips 
were moored, about a league from Killalla, 
to watch and make reports. 

The 
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The officers not returning in the tinte «fc- 
pedted, the panic became univerfal. Every 
male inhabitant m the place cro\vded t& 
Steeple-hill, anxioufly looking out to the? 
fhips, and forming conje&ures. Art old fai- 
lor, who had often feen the like, pronounced 
them to be French by their white fails, and 
by their feeming to ftand outr of the water 
more than ours* At length a yeoman horfe- 
man appeared on the oppofite hill, coming 
down in full gallop. To the fpe6fcators his 
out-ftretched arms told the bad news even 
before his words : € Captain Fr as er had bid 
c him fay to the major, the fhips were ter- 
* tainly French, and the enemy was landing/ 
It was discovered, after the fright was paffed, 
that this peftilent fellow had truly reported 
only half his meflage ; for he was charged 
to fay, ' the enemy was not yet landed/ But 
either his wits were unfettled by terror, or 
he was carried away by the paflion men feel 
for relating marvellous news, let it be ever 
fo horrible. 

In half an hour, the town of Killalla had 
feareely an ^inhabitant left, except the mili- 
tary.' 
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tary. The occafion was fo inftant, that 
every body was in motion before they had 
time to refle6t how they fliould go, or whe- 
ther they ought to go at all ; for the wea-^ 
ther was cold and ftormy, the road to the 
next town (Ballina) deep mud, efpecially 
near Killalla, and the laft invafion had left 
to very few any other means of conveyance 
but their feet. On foot the bifhop fet out 
at the head of his whole houfhold, except 
twofons who (laid to prefcrve their father's 
property as long as they could. Two little 
daughters by his fide waded through the 
dirt The other children got upon canv 
with their mother and aunt, invalids, that 
had not been expofed to the air for th£ 
laft two months, and one of them, Mrs. 
Stock, liable on any cold to a fudden 
attack of the gout ki the ftomach; which 
had more* than once threatened her exift-. 
ence. While they were on the road, jgufts 
of wind, . and at laft a heavy . fhower 6f 
hail, fell on them. All feemed to the bHhop 
to be now over. He muft expeft to lofe 
the mother of fuch a family, the companion 
with whom he had pafled twenty years of 

his 



*7* 

his life in thq funfhii^e of a molt per&£$ 
agreement, a fiinfhine afefplutely i#ikitgrt 
rupted by oqe tranCe^t c;}oud. Be few it* 
aljnofl;, without a reflexion. There is a p^ufs 
of ^rftind on th$ apprehended ejjpjofion of 
fomp enormous mifchief v refenjWiQg tb& 
flijnefs that fills the horizon befpjre a thu»t 
der clap* At ifltervak~~when . thpughfc rg* 
turjied-^what he \vas able to do he4kL; ffe 
raifed his eyes and adored in.; fiiejicc 
the uplifted hand of tlie Ainiighty^^Thaf 
hand, as he had foon the happmefj to 
experience, was lifted* jriot to deflroy, but to 
fave, 

» The proceflion reached Bal^ina about fi# 
in the evening, after a march of two Jioi?rs f 
in the cpuxfe of. which they pafled jtjie 
Armagh militia, haftening to JCiUalla to 
join the Prince of Wales's. And here.tfoe 
bHhop and his family were piuch indebted 
to the hofpitality 4pf ibrigad^-major Gvn^ 
KijbtGHAM, and hisjady, that they dklaaot 
fufier more by , fo uufeafonable 3 ftight-r- 
The houfe in which the major redded way 
col. King's, in happier times ex*e oftht heft 

and 
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and most comfortable dwellings in the whole 
country ; but it had suffered so much da* 
mage in the rebellion, when it was occu* 
pied by Truc, that it was now no easy ma$* 
ter to find a warm seat in it, scarcely a 
window being without one or more broken 
panes of glass, and a furious wind pervacU 
ing the whole house. However the entire 
groupe of fugitives had got into bed, wheal 
at midnight an express came to the major 
from Killalla, with intelligence, which that 
good natured officer thought his guests would 
be glad to hear immediately, though they 
were awaked out of their sleep for it. Ma* 
jor Winstanley had sent word, that the 
French -frigates had suddenly slipt their ca* 
ties, and withdrawn from our bay. 

The two officers that were carried off by 
this squadron to France, Messrs. Bull and 
Leurry, found their way Ijack again to 
their regiment near four months afterwards* 
From their Report it appears, that a cutter 
they had on the watch having apprised the 
enemy that an English squadron was head- 
ing in sight, for which they were conscious 
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they were not a match, they made off to sea, 
With so much precipitation, that the largest 
frigate cut her cable, leaving an anchor be- 
hind her, which is thought to be very well 
'Worth the weighing up, ' The squadron was 
close pursued by two line of battle ships, 
the Caesar and the Tremendous (as report 
said) -even to the distance of ninety leagues, 
and. had for a considerable time very little 
hdpe of an escape, though they at last ef- 
fected it by throwing everything they could 
spare over-board, and thus outsailing ships 
that were crippled in the late action with 
the Hoche and others. 

Next day with joyful hearts all the inha- 
bitants of Killalla returned home, where no' 
mischief had happened during their short 
absence. By the good providence of God 
the ladies of the bishop's family escaped the* 
danger to their health, of which they had 
so much reason to be apprehensive ;* nor did 
any of the children take cold, except one 
little girl that walked, who had a low fever 
in consequence, which did not quit her for 
three wpeks, 

After 



